The Life of Calvary
May I Have Your Attention
Please!!!
by Pastor John Davis

T

hroughout the Bible, God has been
trying to get the attention of man, but
even more specifically, His people. One by
one, people have learned that when God
doesn't get their attention, He will allow
something to cause them to focus once
again upon Him and His desires.
The greatest example of this came in
the Book of Judges when God would warn
His people, the Israelites, about worshiping
false idols and gods. The Israelites would
not listen and would soon find themselves
in captivity to a neighboring people. Then
they would repent and turn to God and He
would send and use a judge to deliver the
people. It wouldn't be long again, when the
people were again worshipping other idols
and gods. Again, God would send them
into captivity to wake them up.
We find in the Bible where God uses
words to basically say "pay attention". Examples would be "Verily, verily," or
"Behold" or even "he that hath ears let him

hear". In each case, God wants those who
heard and now those who read to pay
attention to what He is saying to you and
to me.
As I study today's "Christian culture", I
am finding more and more that fewer
Christians are paying attention to what
God says and what He desires and are
more concerned about what they want and
what they say.
In Jeremiah 18, God gives Jeremiah
an object lesson concerning His people of
Judah. The object lesson is the potter and
the clay. The picture shows a potter that is
working on clay and makes a vessel out of
the clay. When he looks at the vessel, he
finds that the clay is marred. Because of
this, he takes and breaks down the vessel
of clay and makes another vessel. In this
case, God is the potter, and His people is
the clay.
Jeremiah was to take this lesson and
go to the people of Judah and preach that

D

id you realize God tells us in His
Word how to have success in the
New Year? Not only in the New Year, but
how to have success every day we live
on this earth.
Actually, He told Joshua how to
have success and then shared it with us
so we, too, may have success. In Joshua
chapter 1 God’s Word tells us that the
long-time leader of the Israelites and the
servant of the Lord, Moses, has died
(verse 1). God comes to Joshua and tells
him to lead the people into the land
which He is giving them and defines the
boundaries. God tells Joshua, “There
shall not any man be able to stand before thee all the days of thy life, as I was
with Moses, so I will be with thee: I will
not fail thee, nor forsake thee” (Joshua
1:5). What a great promise from God!
God has made this same promise to us.

THIS MONTH’S VERSES:
“ Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature:
old things are passed away;
behold, all things are become
new. And all things are of God,
who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ....” —
2 Corinthians 5:17, 18a

(Continued on page 2)
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After Jesus gave the Great Commission
to His disciples (and us) in Matthew
28:20 He said, “I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world.” That is
the first step to having success: trust and
rely on God’s promises.
Secondly, God tells Joshua, “Be
strong and of a good courage” (1:6). He
not only tells him here, He tells him again
in verse 7, verse 9 and in verse 18.
When God tells us something we better
believe it, but when God tells us something more than once we better sit up and
pay strong attention! The second step to
having success: trust and rely on God’s
strength and be courageous.
The third thing is found in verse 7:
“...observe to do according to all the law,
which Moses my servant commanded
thee: turn not from it to the right hand or
(Continued on page 2)
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A NEW YEAR
A new year hath dawned, and what shall it
be,
A year lived for God, or a year lived for
“me”?
A year with hours wasted in foolish
regretting
O’er all the mistakes I have made,
Or a year, like a garment, made useful
by mending
That the rents may no further by frayed?
The past year is gone, it can never return,
Opportunities gone, with my chances to
learn —
But shall I sit grieving, my eyes fully
blinded
To visions of service ahead?
There are numberless folk needing food
of soul-comfort
From God’s store of the true Living Bread.
No! Forgetting those things which today
lie behind,
I shall reach forth to new things with heart
and with mind.
Grasping new opportunities lying before
me,
I shall run in true patience the race,
Pressing on toward the mark for the prize
in Christ Jesus,
Till BY HIM, I’m made perfect through
grace.
—Grace B. Refrow

May I Have Your Attention Please
(Continued from page 1)

they are to repent and turn to God (vs.
8). God warns the people that if they
would turn from evil and turn to Him, He
would not allow judgment to come upon
them. What was His people's response?
Verse 12 states "And they said, There is
no hope; but we will walk after our own
devices, and we will every one do the
imagination of his evil heart."
God was saying to them, "Pay attention and do as I say", but the people said
"No, we want to do what we want to do."
What did God do? He reveals that plan
in verses 13-17. He would "scatter
them" (vs. 17), and He would turn His
face from them (vs. 17). Surely, this
would cause them to turn back to God
right? No! Verse 18 tells us that they
decided to go after the messenger
Jeremiah. This is even typical today of
God's people. The man of God gives the
warnings from the Word of God, and
instead of people repenting, they go after
the man of God. Why? They want what
they want and do not want to hear anything contrary to their desires, even if it is
the Word of God.
Verse 18 reveals the plans of God's
people against God's man. First, they
wanted to devise devices against him.
Second, they would slander God's man
with the tongue. Third, they would not
give heed to his words of warning. This
would show him, right? Wrong, because
Jeremiah was only saying what God told
him to say and give the words of warning. God knew they were not only
against Jeremiah, but were truly against
Him.
God, through Jeremiah, and today
through preachers, warn His people
about living in sin. He has given His people the Word of God to warn us of what
can happen if His people choose their
ways over His ways. Each time, His people find chastisement. Today, Christians
need to heed the warnings of God's
Word. They are not just words on a page
of an ordinary book, but words that have
been spoken to us to warn us from the
dangers of turning away from God. God
wants the attention of His people and
wants us to live according to His will and
not our own will or devices.
I am sad to see that God's people
are caring less about what God says and
are relying on their own desires and devices to be their guide. God continues to
say "Pay attention to My word" but they
do not. What next? God will bring chastisement upon them. There are times
that I have seen God's chastisement in
my life and it is not a pretty sight. God
has ways of getting our attention and
drawing attention to our sin so that we

must repent of it. I have also seen God
chastise others and for them to ignore it
and excuse it as "an attack of the devil" or
"an awful circumstance".
How can someone tell the difference? If God is chastening, He will reveal
a sin in your life and draw you to Him. If
Satan is attacking, he will attempt to keep
you from doing God's will and lead you
into sin, lack of service, and bitterness,
but more importantly away from God.
Read the Bible carefully and with an
open heart. Read with the intent that you
are going to live by it even if it means
giving up something in your life. Read
with caution as God warns us about sin
and worldliness and do as He says.
God will one day judge based upon
His Word, so it is better to pay attention
now or suffer loss in the judgment. (1
Corinthians 3)
So, this new year, let's pay attention
to God which means we need to wake up,
take note, follow orders, and let God direct our lives. We can trust Him, because
He loves us. ?

January

W

HAT'S NEW? What do you have
that's new? Lots of us have new
Christmas presents. We have been
blessed with new clothes, or gadgets, or
tools, or appliances for the kitchen. It
may be that someone even has a new
car or new house. We like new things
because we think they are better than
what we had before. The new car won't
break down as much and it has power
and neat gadgets. The new house has
more room than the old one, or it has a
better arrangement, or a nicer view.
In this new year it might be good to
look at the newness that God offers. It is
better than the old. Remember what He
said, "If anyone is in Christ he is a new
creation, the old has gone, the new has
come!" (2 Corinthians 5:7) So what is
new that is better than the old? Lots of
things. We have a new relationship with
God. In Christ we are forgiven and accepted as a child. We have a new relationship with others. We can love them
out of the love we've received. We don't
need to be competing and clashing. We
can have a new attitude toward the
world. Instead of wondering if we have a
place in it or are important, we can know
we are God's gift to the world and are
here to give out His love and healing.
Now you know — that's "what's
new?" ?
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How To Have Success In The ew Year
(Continued from page 1)

to the left, that thou mayest prosper
whithersoever thou goest.” Moses had
given Joshua guidelines from God on
how to lead the Israelites and God is
telling him to remember what he had
been taught. The third step to having
success: trust and rely on God’s guidance, which we get from the Holy Spirit
living within us and from the teachings
we get from the Word of God.
Finally, the fourth step to success is
found in verse 8: “This book of the law
shall not depart out of thy mouth; but
thou shalt meditate therein day and
night, that thou mayest observe to do
according to all that is written therein:
for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good
success.” God tells Joshua to not only
read His Word (the Law), but to meditate on it day and night so he will follow
what it tells him. Do we read and meditate on the Bible day and night? Is it the
guidebook we follow in everything we
do? The fourth and final step to having
success: read, meditate, study, concentrate, trust and rely on God’s Word.
Want to have real success in this
world? Trust and rely on God’s promises, God’s strength, God’s guidance,
and God’s Word. Verse 9 says, “Have
not I commanded thee? Be strong and
of a good courage; be not afraid, neither
be thou dismayed: for the LORD thy God
is with thee whithersoever thou
goest.” ?

A NEW YEAR IS
NOT REALLY NEW
IF WE LIVE THE
SAME OLD LIFE!

Bird Watching
by Pastor Jesse Waggoner

W

e feed the birds at our home. We
keep a regular seed feeder full, as
well as a thistle seed feeder for the species of birds that like that. In the summer
we enjoy the visitors that a hummingbird
feeder attracts. Usually in the spring we
have at least one and sometimes two
birds nesting somewhere close to our
home. With the recent acquisition of a
laptop computer, I can now sit on our
second-story deck and enjoy the sights
and sounds of the birds as I do my writing, as I am doing just now. While I tap
on the keys that will put my ideas to paper, I can look up and see a bright red
cardinal looking at me as if I am an intruder in his world. The gentle breeze
brings the sounds of a noisy blue jay
somewhere close, and I am fascinated
as I watch as a nuthatch scampers up
and down the trunk of a nearby tree. A
ruby-throated hummingbird looks down
from a nearby limb on guard lest someone invade his personal stash of hummingbird food. If I am quiet, for a moment a host of birds unseen join in chorus of song.
Apparently, in Jesus' days there
were birdwatchers as well. He invited his
hearers to take a look at the birds when
he wanted to teach a valuable lesson. He
stated that we should not be unduly concerned about the needs of the body. He
then said, "Behold the fowls of the air: for
they sow not, neither do they reap, nor
gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they?" (Matthew 6:26)
If you are a bird-watcher let me encourage you to watch in a new way. If
you are not a bird-watcher maybe this
would be a good time to start. As you
watch, drink in the lesson of Lord. He
was stating that God provides for these
creatures and He will provide for us.
There is one bird that we see on
summer evenings that is amazing to us.
It is the chimney swift. This little bird gets
its name from nesting in chimneys and
similar structures. It has slim wings and a
nearly tail-less cigar-shaped body. They
dart and dive to catch insects on the fly.
God provides for its food. It can also
manufacture a nest of twigs that is stuck
to the side of a vertical wall. God provided what it needed to nest and raise its
young. It also migrates in winter. These
birds somehow can navigate from North
America and spend the winter in the
Amazon basin of South America! God
has provided for its survival from the cold
blast of winter.
I am sure that with a little research
and thought you can develop your own
list of amazing bird facts and wonder at

the brilliance of God's creation. But beyond being amazed, be comforted. We
must make a decision to take God at His
word in our moments of worry and care.
We must cease to make our problems
the focus of thinking and instead focus
on the God who cares for the littlest
sparrow and even more for His very own
children.
Next time you are out for a walk or
gaze out your window or see a bird soaring in the sky, be refreshed at the
thought of God's care and provision, for
the birds and for us. ?

He’s Still
Working On
You

T

homas Lambie told of watching an
Ethiopian villager prepare spears for
hunting. First, the man selected a slender stick about 8 feet long from a bundle
of small, crooked tree trunks. Rough and
bent, it appeared to be totally useless.
The villager then drove a large number of pegs into a level piece of ground.
They protruded slightly above the surface and were arranged in two parallel
rows about an inch and a half apart.
Taking the wooded rod, he heated it
in the fire until it was scorched but not
burned. With a knife he scraped the bark
and cut off the rough places. While the
shaft was still hot, he forced it between
the parallel rows of pegs. This both hardened and reshaped the wood. He did this
over and over until it remained perfectly
straight and was tapered just right to a
fine point. Then followed more scraping
and rubbing with an abrasive. Carefully
he cleaned it and applied a warm oil until
the smooth surface gleamed. Finally he
had a polished shaft!
This reminds us how God works to
accomplish His will in us. I’m grateful that
He uses the fire of testing, the knife of
correction, and the abrasive of trial, even
though they are painful. By these means,
and the Holy Spirit’s anointing, we are
made useful for His service.
Just remember, if you are suffering,
the Heavenly Father is fashioning, polishing, and perfecting you. ?
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Grandma’s
Glasses
By Henry G. Bosch

A

young boy was overheard asking
his playmate, “Wouldn't you hate to
wear glasses all the time?" "No," came
the answer, "not if I had some like my
Grandma's. She always sees when people are tired or sad, and she knows just
what to do to make them feel better. One
day I asked her how she could see that
way all the time. She told me it was the
way she had learned to look at things as
she grew older." After thinking for a minute, the first boy concluded. "Yeah, I
guess you're right. It must be her
glasses."
As Christians, we need to be like
that grandmother. We should look at our
neighbors as our Savior did. He always
had compassion on the masses. Jesus
Himself said that He came "not to be
ministered to but to minister" (Mark
10:45), and He is the example we should
follow.
A few years ago there was a cartoon
that showed a little child stumbling over
some stones in the road. With a look of
hurt surprise on his face, he asked his
mother, "Mommy, why don't you look
where I'm going?" That says it well. Our
responsibility as believers is to look not
only on our own things, "but every man
also on things of others."
Paul W. Pruyser said, "Next to God,
man should be the highest in [our] value
scale ... it is a fact that persons who love
and find fulfillment in other people will
also find happiness for themselves." Yes,
being concerned for the welfare of others
does bring happiness. But our highest
motivation should not be to get all we can
out of a relationship; rather, it should be
to obey our Lord and Savior. He has
commanded us to love one another, as
He has loved us.
- via Pulpit Helps

?

Living In The Light of His Coming
by Edward Hindson

T

he tension between living for today
and looking for tomorrow is one of
the realities of the Christian life. We often
find ourselves caught between the hereand-now and the hereafter. On the one
hand, we need to be ready for Jesus to
come at any moment. On, the other
hand, we have God-given responsibilities
to fulfill in this world in the meantime.
Preparing for Christ's return is
something each one of us must do for
ourselves. No one else can get our
hearts ready to meet God. You and I
must do that for ourselves. Jesus, in view
of His second coming, urges us to keep
watching (Matthew 24:42), be ready
(Matthew 24:44), and keep serving
(Matthew 24:46). He left specific instructions about what we ought to be doing
while we await His coming.

1. Witness for Him everywhere you
go. Our Lord taught His disciples to be
His witnesses everywhere—even to the
farthest ends of the earth (Acts 1:8).
2. "Go ye into all the world, and
preach the gospel" (Mark 16:15). This
command emphasizes the evangelistic
and missionary nature of the ministry of
the church during the present era. We
are to take the gospel to the whole world.
3. "Repentance and remission of
sins should be preached . . . among all
nations," our Lord declared in Luke
24:47. Calling men and women to repent
and believe the gospel is the twofold nature of the evangelistic enterprise.
4. "Teach all nations, baptizing
them," Jesus said in Matthew 28:19.
Making converts and discipling them in
their walk with God is a major emphasis
of the church's mission.
5. Build the church, in every generation. Jesus told His disciples that He
would build His church with such power
that "the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it" (Matthew 16:18). Jesus pictured the church being on the march until
He calls her home.
6. "Occupy till I come," Jesus said in
the parable of the talents (Luke 19:13). In
this parable, the servants were to “put
this money to work” until their master returned. We are to be busy about the
Master's business until He returns.
7. Remain faithful until He returns.
Our Lord concluded His prophetic message in the Olivet Discourse by reminding His disciples to continue in faithful
and wise service even though He might
be gone a long time (Matthew 24:45;
25:14-21).
In the meantime, we can live with
our eyes on the skies, watching for Christ
to, come, and with our feet on the earth,

working for Him until He comes. This balance of expectation (that Jesus could
come at any moment) and participation
(serving Him faithfully until He comes) is
what the Christian life is really all about.
Living in the light of His coming keeps us
focused on what is really important in
life. It also keeps our attention on the
balance between our present responsibilities and our future expectations.
[Editor’s note: Edward Hindson has authored several books, including Earth’s
Final Hour and Totally Sufficient. He is
professor of religion, dean of the Institute
of Biblical Studies, and assistant to the
chancellor at Liberty University.] ?

Ever Enduring
Thoughts For
The ew Year
by Dale Foster

S

omeone has written, "I said to the
man who stood at the gate of the
years, ‘Give me a light that I may safely
tread into the unknown.' And he replied,
‘Go into the darkness and put your hand
into the hand of God. That shall be unto
you better than light and safer than any
known way.'“
The following suggestions will help
to follow that guideline:
H Travel light. Shed excess baggage, such as failures, disappointments,
worries, griefs, and resentments of the
past. Stop opening old sores and bad
memories.
H Live one day at a time. The man of
faith refuses to shove into the unknown
future the decisions that should be made
today. Present responsibility comes first.
H Be generous. A world reeling with
greed, intolerance, bitterness, prejudice,
hunger, disease, and cold needs now, if
ever, every drop of simple goodness in
our veins.
H Face our problems with faith and
courage and not run away from them,
resent them, or fear them. Because you
are children of God, you do not have to
work alone.
H Don't let virtues become our vices.
Jesus reserved His choicest scorn for
those whose goodness had become
stale, stiff and severe. You need to see
our Christian lifestyle as a joyful privilege
rather than duty.
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H If you cannot change your circumstances, change your attitude. Sometimes you feel you could do a better job
with your life if you could start over.
Rather than a new environment, what
you need is a new inner life. You do not
need a new job but the insight to see
new opportunities in the old work.
H The secret of relaxation is essential to health. Stress endangers our dispositions. Our emotions are frayed, and
irritation clouds the air about us. Inner
quietness must be cultivated.
H Resolve to trust in God for the future. God supplies strength to carry our
load, wisdom to solve our problems, and
grace to enrich every experience.
via Pulpit Helps ?

How To Know
For Sure
"All scripture is given by inspiration
of God, and is profitable for doctrine,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man
of God may be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works.”
— 2 Timothy 3:16,17

T

he assurance of our salvation rests
upon the testimony of the Word of
God. "He that believeth on the Son of
God hath the witness in himself" (1 John
5:10), and "But as many as received
Him, to them gave He power to become
the children of God, even to them that
believe on His name" (John 1:12), for
example.
But there are also certain outward
evidences that attest to the reality of our
salvation. Some of these are found in 1
John: they keep God's Word (2:5); they
walk like Christ (2:6); they do not love
the world (2:15); they have an unction
from the Holy One (2:20); they purify
themselves (3:3); they love the brethren
(3:14); they love in deed and in truth
(3:18, 19); their hearts do not condemn
them (3:21); their prayers are answered
(3:22); and they overcome the world
(5:4).
Yes, we can know we are born of
God through faith in Christ! The Word of
God tells us so. In addition, we have the
outward indications mentioned by John
that support and demonstrate the reality
of our possession and profession. That's
why he concluded his epistle with 1 John
5:13 "...that ye may know that ye have
eternal life." ?

Children’s Story:
The Railway To Heaven

Happy ew
Year!

Author unknown

By Stephen F. Olford

t a small railway station in the West,
a little girl about eight years of age
came aboard the train. She was carrying
a small bundle in her arm. She came into
the car, deliberately took a seat, and
glanced around at the folk on the car.
They were all strangers to her so she
placed the bundle for a pillow and curled
up on the seat, thinking she would sleep
a while. But soon the conductor came
through collecting tickets. When the little
girl told him that she had none, he kindly
said to her, "And where are you going,
little miss?"
"Mister, I am going to heaven; does
this railroad lead to heaven, and does
Jesus travel on it?'"
He answered: "I think not; why did
you think so?"
"Why, sir, before mother died, she
used to sing to me of a heavenly railroad, and you looked so nice and kind
that I thought this was the road.
Mother said that Jesus paid the fare
for everybody and that the train stopped
at every station to take people on board
the train. But my mom doesn't sing to me
anymore, so I thought I would take the
train and go to my mom.
Mister, do you sing to your little girl
about the railroad that goes to heaven?
You have a little girl, haven't you?"
Through his tears, the conductor
said, "No, my little girl died some time
ago and went to heaven."
Again she asked, "Did she go over
this railroad, and are you going to see
her now?" Overcome with emotion, the
conductor was unable to answer her.
She continued, "Do you love Jesus,
sir? I do, and if you love Him, He will let
you ride to heaven on His railroad. I am
going there, and I wish you would go
with me. I know Jesus will let me into
heaven when I get there, and I wish you
would go with me to see your little girl,
and Jesus."
These words so innocently and pathetically uttered brought a great gush of
tears from the eyes of all those on the
train as well as from the eyes of the conductor. She now asked the conductor,
"Mister, may I lie here until we get to
heaven?"
He answered, "Yes, dear one."
She then asked, "And will you wake
me up then so that I may see my mom,
your little girl, and Jesus? I do so want to
see them all."
The answer came in broken ac-

"Behold, I will do a new thing..."
- Isaiah 43:19

A

Thought:
It is part of God's divine self disclosure to do a "new thing." Take your concordance and look up the word "new" in
both Testaments. In its context, the
prophet Isaiah looks to the day when
God's ancient people will be regathered,
requickened, and restored to His original
purpose for them (see Ezekiel 34 and
Romans 9, 10 and 11). But, as always,
there is a message for you and me in
this text as we experience God's "new
thing" for 2012.

cents, but in words very tenderly spoken.
"Yes, dear one, yes, and God bless you!"
Turning her eyes upon the conductor, she asked, "What shall I tell your little
girl when I see her? Shall I say to her
that I saw her pa on Jesus' railroad; shall
I?"
This brought a fresh flood of tears
from all who were present, and the conductor kneeled by her side and wept the
reply that he could not utter.
That was a train trip never to be forgotten by many—and especially by the
conductor who, that very day, received
the Lord Jesus as his own personal Lord
and Saviour and that very day began his
trip on the railway to heaven. ?

1. We must forget what is behind us.
"Do not remember the former
things" (Isaiah 43:18).
This does not mean that we should
lose our minds or memories! It is a call to
bury the past. So many of us neglect the
doctrine of "burial with Christ" (Romans
6:4). Our arch-accuser, Satan, plagues
us with introspection. We have no business digging up our decaying bones.
What God has condemned and crucified,
in union with Christ, is also buried.
2. We must face what is before us.
"Behold, I will do a new thing, ...it shall
spring (sprout) forth" (43:19).
You may be overwhelmed by the
incredible problems that face you—
spiritually, personally, nationally, and
globally, but look at verses 19-21. What
God promises to His people of old, He
can do for us. If you are lost, He has a
map for you; if you are thirsty, He has a
river for you; if you're scared, He has a
word for you, and so on.
3. We must foresee what is beyond
us. "This people I have formed for mys elf;
they
s hall
declare
thy
praise" (43:21).
A day is coming when "at the name
of Jesus every knee shall bow of those
in heaven and those on earth and those
under the earth, and every tongue will
confess that Jesus is Lord to the glory of
God the Father" (Philippians 2:10-11) God's "new thing."
Thrust:
God's "new thing" is just ahead,
Wait for it, it's sure to come; Cease to
fret with faithless dread,
Christ will come to take us home.
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—via Pulpit Helps
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Being A Pastor/Shepherd
by Dick Hester

I

read a story of two men walking in
nearby hills to their homes and had a
chance to talk to two shepherds of
sheep. To their surprise, it immediately
became an awesome experience. One
shepherd began nodding toward his
flock and saying seemingly random
words: “Will Run; Friendly; He Bites”.
After a while, they realized that the
shepherd was telling the names of the
sheep, one by one. Though there were
dozens, the shepherd not only knew
them all by name; he knew them well
enough to name them according to their
unique personalities. What a tremendous lesson: The shepherds know their
sheep!
A couple of weeks ago, Carol and I
returned from a Ministry Trip involving
two of our BMW Fields: “Commission on
Compassion” in Los Angeles, and
“Mormonland” in Utah. We spent time
with individual missionaries in both
places. After our ministry in California
we flew to Utah, where, along with the
time spent with several of our missionaries in the Salt Lake City vicinity, we attended the Field Conference for all of
the missionaries serving in Mormonland.
I was one of three long-time pastors with
years of experience (yes, they were calling us old!) who were asked to speak on
the topic, “Missionaries as Pastor/
Shepherds”.
As “Pastor to Missionaries” for
BMW, Carol and I do strive to know our

“sheep” well, even though our flock is
scattered and stretched across time
zones and Sky Miles. This ministry trip
caused us to realize and remind us once
again of how important a “ministry of
presence” is. It reminded us also how
important staying connected is, and that
it takes time and intentionality. We have
learned that no two missionaries are
alike. They cannot be ministered to
solely by processes and policies. They
are people and, as such, they need to be
pursued and known. When we visit our
mission fields, we see the joy that comes
from serving Jesus, and we also see the
constant pressures which can create a
state of constant tension.
But, isn’t that true for the people
who are part of the “flocks” our missionaries are called to serve? As missionary
church planters, you are called to care
for your flock, to “shepherd” your flock.
One of the most helpful ways to maintain
pastor/shepherding is simply by communicating with them. Talk to them. Be
genuine; be casual; be intentional. Be
available; be real, and let them know that
it is a privilege to be on the journey with
them in the joys and struggles of their
Christian walk. Perhaps most of them
are Christian “newborns” whom you
have won to the Lord. It may be one of
the greatest, delightful journeys you take
in your own Christian walk!
First We Pray!

?

Resolutions Worth Keeping

A Prayer for the New Year
We know, O Lord, that our times are
in your hands. While we live on Earth, enable us to please you in all things. Especially now, as we enter a new year, we
pray for strengthened spirits that we may
praise you properly by our thoughts,
words and deeds.
Through Christ our Lord, Amen.

Harriet Beecher Stowe's
Resolution for the New Year
Let us resolve: First to attain the
grace of silence;
Second to deem all fault-finding that
does no good a sin . . .
Third to practice the grace and virtue
-Harriet Beecher Stowe
of praise.

Good Advice for the New Year
Jesus said, "...he that followeth me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the
light of life" (John 8:12). By these words
of Christ we are advised to imitate His life
and habits, if we wish to be truly enlightened and free from all blindness of heart.
Let our chief effort, therefore, be to study
the life of Jesus Christ.
The teaching of Christ is more excellent than all the advice of the saints,
and he who has His spirit will find in it a
hidden manna. Now, there are many who
hear the Gospel often but care little for it
because they have not the spirit of Christ.
Yet whoever wishes to understand fully
the words of Christ must try to pattern his
whole life on that of Christ.
-Thomas a Kempis in The Imitation of Christ

A Word of Gratitude

During the new year:
t I resolve to put Christ before my
church and my church before my
friends.
t I resolve to put the spiritual before the
material and the eternal before the
temporal.
t I resolve to put God’s Word before
men’s opinions.
t I resolve to put prayer before pleasure.
t I resolve to put the Savior before the
teacher.
t I resolve to walk more by faith and
trust and less by sight and reason.
t I resolve to live in order to give rather
than to get.
t I resolve to think of others before I

ew Year
Thoughts

think of me.
t I resolve to strive to be good rather than
to be great.
t I resolve to put more of God and less of
myself in everything I do.
t I resolve to forget the past and honor
God more.
t I resolve to live for Christ in the world
and strive to be more like Him.
t I resolve to trust God with a strong faith.
t I resolve to remain faithful to my church.
t I resolve to witness more to the lost
around me.
t I resolve to cultivate whatever talents
God has given me for His glory and for
His church.

?
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Life is so dear. Each year is so dear.
Each day is so dear. Thank you for every
moment, Lord.
-Marjorie Holmes

It’s Up To You
Have you made someone happy,
Or made someone sad,
What have you done
With the day that you had?
God gave it to you
To do just as you would,
Did you do what was wicked,
Or do what was good?
Did you lift someone up
Or push someone down?
Did you lighten some load,
Or some progress impede,
Did you look for a rose
Or just gather a weed?
What did you do
With your beautiful day.
God gave it to you,
Did you throw it away? -John Noble

?

Just a thought....
A ew You
by Craig Stevens

A

s we enter the new year, what better time to think about a new you.
Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5:17,
“Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is
a new creature: old things are passed
away; behold, all things are become
new.”
The age-old saying is ‘whenever you
see a “Therefore” or “Wherefore” in the
Scripture, find out what it’s there for.’ So
far in this chapter Paul has been talking
about what it’s like to be a Christian.
Verse 7: “we walk by faith, not by sight”;
verse 9: that “we may be accepted of
him” (the Lord - see verse 8); and in
verse 14: “for the love of Christ constraineth us” (or in today’s language: it is
Christ’s love toward us and our love toward Him that controls us and what we
do). Now, therefore, in verse 17 Paul is
writing and saying if we are indeed a
Christian and we wish to please Christ,
then we are new or different people than
we were before we were saved—we are
“new creatures.”
So then if we are new creatures; if
we are genuinely saved; then our old life
will pass away and we will change the
way we live. If you are someone who has
made a profession of faith in Christ but
your life hasn’t changed and you are still
doing the same things you did before
you were saved then you most likely are
not saved. God’s Word does not lie and
it says that we will become a new person
when we become saved. We become
changed. Maybe you know someone
who “got saved” or made a profession of
faith in Christ but you don’t see any
change in their life. Most likely they did
not believe with their heart but only accepted what was said with a head knowledge. The Bible tells us that when we
are saved we can know for sure (see 1
John 5:10-13).
Have you ever made a profession of
faith in Jesus Christ? Have you prayed to
God and asked Him to save you? If you
have any doubt about your salvation see
the pastor of a local Bible-believing fundamental church or talk to the person
who gave you this newsletter, they would
love to help you.
One more thing. Don’t put it off. Go
seek help now for we are not assured of
another day or another moment. People
are dying every moment; killed in a car
accident, falling down stairs, accidently
shot, severe heart attacks, etc. Paul tells
us in the next chapter, 2 Corinthians 6:2,
“behold, now is the day of salvation.” ?

~ Answers on Page 8 ~
1. Who was Martha talking about when
she said, “He stinketh”? _____________
2. Complete the following verse: “Thy
word is a lamp unto my feet and
________________________________”
3. How old was Joseph when his brothers sold him into Egypt? __________
4. What did Rachel steal from her father?
__________________________
5. Who held the coat of those who
stoned Stephen? __________________
6. Who in the Bible asked this riddle:
“Out of the eater came forth meat and
out of the strong came forth sweetness”?
__________________________
7. What was the name of the husband
whose woman tried to seduce Joseph?
_________________________
8. In which book of the Bible do we find
the following verse: “Not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but
according to his mercy he saved us....”?
__________________________
9. Who allowed her husband to escape
by putting an image or statue in his bed
and telling others he was sick?
_________________________
10. Where was Jesus standing when he
told the parable of the sower? ________
_________________________
11. Who was the second wife mentioned
in the Bible of King Ahasuerus?
_________________________
12. Whom did Silas replace as Paul’s
traveling companion? _______________
13. For whom did Moses work as a

shepherd after fleeing Egypt for murder?
__________________________
14. In which book of the Bible do we find
the following verse: “These things have I
written unto you that believe on the
name of the Son of God; that ye may
know that ye have eternal life...”?
_____ ___________________
15. What was the name of the man
whose ear was cut off in Gethsemane?
_________________________
16. Which book of the Bible says that
God’s judgments are unsearchable and
his ways past finding out?
________________________
17. Hiram was the king of what city?
_________________________
18. Who was lowered over a city’s walls
in a large basket? __________________
19. What did each of the seven angels in
Revelation 8 hold in his hand?
_______________________
20. How many books included in the
Bible were for sure written by Paul?
_________
21. Who was spoken to by a donkey?
_________________________
22. Paul instructs Christians to owe no
man anything except what? __________
23. Which book’s final verse says: “Let
every thing that hath breath praise the
Lord”? _______________________
24. Which book of the Bible lists the
fruits of the spirit? __________________
25. As recorded in Mark, what is the
name of the man whose daughter Jesus
raised from the dead? ______________

Prayer Goals For The ew Year
by William Arthur Ward
I will this Year . . .
...be sensitive to the needs of my
fellowman and actively look for ways to
befriend him.
...become aware of man’s suffering,
get involved in his struggle, and comfort
him in his sorrow.
...withhold judgment of my brother,
and attempt to understand his thinking,
his attitudes, his behavior.
...forgive those who have injured
me; I will forgive even those who have
hurt those I love.
...not close my eyes or pass by on
the other side wherever there is need of
my service, my friendship, or my presence.
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...lift someone’s spirits by
giving a word of
hope and encouragement.
...remember
to be grateful to
those who have
been good Samaritans to me in
the past, and
who keep me from falling into the ditches
of discouragement, depression, and defeat.
...be a good Samaritan for the inner
joy of serving, and because helping others is what the Golden Rule is all about.
...feel so much joy, experience so
much growth, and receive such a blessings as a good Samaritan today, that I will
be a good Samaritan again tomorrow. ?
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C H A R T K E T R E M I

1. Lazarus (John 11:39)
2. “a light unto my path” (Psalm 119:105)
3. 17 (Genesis 37:2)
4. The household idols (Genesis 31:19)
5. Saul (Acts 7:58)
6. Samson (Judges 14:14)
7. Potiphar (Genesis 39:1-20)
8. Titus (Titus 3:5)
9. Michal (1 Samuel 19:12-14)
10. In a ship (or boat) (Matthew 13:2)
11. Esther (Esther 2:17)
12. Barnabas (Acts 15:36-40)
Create in me a clean heart, O God;
and renew a right spirit within me.
- Good advice for the new year
from David in Psalm 51:10
Life is like a calendar;
When a page is turned, it’s gone.
And no matter what you do next week
No yesterdays will dawn.
It doesn’t take a new year to begin
our lives anew —
God grants us new beginnings each
day the whole year through,

T

13. Jethro or Reuel (Exodus 3:1)
14. 1 John (5:13)
15. Malchus (John 18:10)
16. Romans (11:33)
17. Tyre (1 Kings 9:11)
18. Paul (Acts 9:25)
19. A Trumpet (Revelation 8:2)
20. 13
21. Balaam (Numbers 22:22-35)
22. Love (Romans 13:8)
23. Psalms
24. Galatians (5:22-23)
25. Jairus (Mark 5:22-24, 35-43)

V D Y U E

So never be discouraged for there
comes daily to all men
The chance to make another start and
begin all over again! - Helen Steiner Rice
Don’t try to live tomorrow
Before you live today.
To live each moment as it comes
Is far the better way.
Tomorrow you may never see
But surely if you do
God who helped you live today
Will help tomorrow too.
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1 PETER 5
by Tim Arthur

WORD LIST
ADVERSARY
APPEAR
CALLED
CARE
CASTING
CHARITY
CHIEF
CROWN
DEVIL
DEVOUR
DOMINION
ELDER
ETERNAL
EXALT
EXAMPLE
EXHORT
FAITH
FEED
FILTHY
FLOCK
GLORY
GRACE
HAND
HUMBLE
KISS

LION
LUCRE
MIGHTY
MIND
PARTAKER
PERFECT
PROUD
READY
RECEIVE
RESIST
ROARING
SEEK
SETTLE
SHEPHERD
SOBER
STABLISH
STAND
STRENGTH
SUBMIT
TIME
TRUE
VIGILANT
WALK
WITNESS
WORLD
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