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tion is not a happy nation. Why? Well, we 
have a tendency to blame our lack of happi-
ness on the government, our parents, our 
spouses, our kids, the economy, and any-
thing else we can find. However, have you 
considered that all of this hatred, anger, and 
fear may be the result of our nation drifting 
away from God?  
 Why do people act happy at times? I 
have had to turn off television shows based 
on what they consider humor. They laugh at 
other people’s heartaches, they laugh at our 
government officials, they laugh at immoral-
ity, they laugh at anything pertaining to God 
and they laugh at the imperfections of other 
people. However, we find that these actors 
and actresses are not happy at all. They are 
not happy with their spouse and in the news 
we hear of their bitter divorces. They are not 
happy with their current lifestyle and so they 
throw it away with alcohol and drugs and we 
see on the news that they are in re-
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A 
s a naturalized citizen from a country 
that, overnight, lost its liberty to Hit-

ler's occupying forces, I don't take freedom 
for granted. My father had barely begun his 
first engineering job when he volunteered 
for Norway's underground army and joined 
the deadly fight against Nazi totalitarian-
ism. He survived torture and deprivation in 
three concentration camps, then discov-
ered a more subtle battle: the creeping 
socialism of post-war Europe. Eventually 
he moved his family to America, and we 
learned to appreciate the courage and hard
-fought triumphs of our adoptive land's 
founding fathers as much, if not more than, 
many native-born Americans.  
 It's no secret that America has shifted 
far from her early foundation. Historical 
ignorance, moral apathy and the growing 
lust for feel-good myths and politically cor-
rect illusions all tend to veil today's erosion 
of truth and the growing hostility toward the 
God we love. 

 But, once in a while, the symptoms of 
the spreading deformation erupt into our 
media-driven public consciousness. And, 
few of those eruptions shake our sensibili-
ties more dramatically than the sudden ban 
on the Pledge of Allegiance in the class-
rooms of nine Western states. The Court of 
Appeals for the 9th Circuit had stepped on 
one of the tender spots still left in America's 
collective conscience. 
 In many ways, that's good. The outra-
geous prohibition stirred a sense of loyalty 
to a set of old principles and convictions that 
we all too easily take for granted and forget 
to guard. Perhaps, like the sleeping giant 
awakened to action through the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, America sees a battle worth 
fighting. Better yet, from coast to 
coast,  Christians are prompted to consider 
what it means to be "a nation under God" in 
today's pluralistic global community. 
 So what does it mean? What do we, as 
a nation, now believe or disbelieve about 
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A Blessed �ation - Psalm 33:12 

O 
ur lesson for this month rests on one 
verse found in the book of 

Psalms. The psalmist writes these 
words:  “Blessed is the nation whose God 
is the LORD”. It is a simple, but powerful 
statement concerning a nation. 
 Let’s take some time and break down 
this verse and study how powerful it truly 
is.  
 

1. Blessed  
 The word “blessed” is the first word 
that we find in this verse. What does it 
mean to be blessed or for a nation to be 
blessed? The word “blessed” can be de-
fined simply as “happy”, so David is saying 
that a nation can be a happy nation. 
 The more I watch the news each day, 
I am finding that we are a nation that is no 
longer happy. We see people angry at one 
another, we find one group hating another, 
we see people who are afraid of different 
things such as the future, finances, family, 
and foes. Each reveals to us that our na-
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THIS MONTH’S VERSES: 

“For what nation is there so great, 
who hath God so nigh unto them, 
as the LORD our God is in all things 
that we call upon him for? And 

what nation is there so great, that 
hath statutes and judgments so 
righteous as all this law, which I 

set before you this day?” 
— Deuteronomy 4:7-8 

America Is . . . . 
 

A pizza at a baseball game, 
 A parade, a marching band; 
America is an apple pie, 
 A 10-cent hot dog stand. 
America is a crowded beach, 
 A picnic in the park; 
America is a football game 
 Or a drive-in after dark. 
America is a little girl 
 Hugging her teddy bear; 
America is a dad and son 
 Playing ball somewhere. 
America is a graduate — 
 His diploma in his hand; 
America is a soldier 
 Returning to his land. 
America is the privilege 
 To worship as we feel best; 
The privilege of sharing convictions 
 Without fear of arrest. 
But to all she offers freedom, 
 Which she fought for long ago; 
Her people gave their very lives 
 For the freedom we now know. 
America is pioneers 
 With a cabin made of sod; 
America is a nation 
 Richly blessed by God. 
May we always love her 
 And fight to keep her free, 
For America is people; 
 America is . . . YOU AND ME! 
      

     -- Day Solum 
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the God who established our nation? 
What is the status of our Constitution in 
this postmodern world that twists facts 
and denies absolute truths? What is the 
state of our nation today, and where do 
we go from here?   

 

First, the bad news: 
 1. The Constitution: The Bill of 
Rights has already been revised almost 
beyond recognition. As leaders and 
teachers embraced the illusions of mod-
ern liberalism, our courts followed suit. 
Little by little, the original intent was for-
gotten, drowned in a flood of evolving 
interpretations and "progressive" ideals. 
Now, the Constitutional edicts originally 
intended to protect the people from  an 
intrusive government have become tools 
to do the opposite.    
 That's what happened to the First 
Amendment. It never mentioned 
"separation of church and state." In-
stead, it forbids Congress from making 
any laws "respecting an establishment of 
religion or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof."   
 Having escaped English injustice, 
our founders sought protection from gov-
ernment control over religion. They 
wanted freedom to exercise their 
faith  and had no desire to use the new 
government to restrict religious expres-
sion. 
 California's irrational Court of Ap-
peals turned the original intent upside 
down. Following the legal trends of the 
last century, it barred "the free exercise 
thereof" under the banner of a mythical 
establishment clause designed by social-
ist change agents to eradicate the influ-
ence of Biblical truth and morality from 
coast to coast.   
 George Washington warned us that 
this might happen. In his Farewell Ad-
dress, he said, "One method of assault 
may be to effect in the forms of the Con-
stitution alterations which will impair the 
energy of the system, and thus to under-
mine what cannot be directly over-
thrown...." 
 2. The balance of power: Though 
likely to be short-lived, this June 26 rul-
ing shows how the balance of powers 
between federal, legislative and judicial 
branches of government has been 
blurred. Instead of applying laws written 
by Congress, liberal courts reinterpret 
laws in such a way that they actually 
create new laws that fit their political 
agenda. 
 Again, George Washington's in-
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The Attack on the 

Pledge 
hab. They are not happy with who they 
are and we hear on the news that they 
have committed suicide. It is truly an act. 
 The Bible teaches us that we can be 
a happy nation under certain instruc-
tions. Let’s continueD. 
 

2. Nation 
 I find it interesting that this state-
ment is inclusive of a whole nation and 
not just one individual. May I say though, 
our nation is made up of individuals and 
it does apply to individuals. 
 These fears and worries that were 
mentioned before are now national fears 
and worries and not just individual. Our 
national economy has been poor for 
some time now and nationally we are 
affected. We hear of other nations threat-
ening to use nuclear weapons and un-
certainties fill the minds of our na-
tion. Some of the decisions made by our 
government have stirred unrest in our 
nation. We nationally watch the gas 
prices in anxiety to see if they are con-
tinuing to go up. Though our nation is 
made up of individuals, the whole nation 
seems to be anxious because of these 
times. 
 The word “nation” implies that this 
happiness or blessings can be wide-
spread and all inclusive of individuals. 
Just as we see the anger, hatred, fear, 
and worry is widespread across our na-
tion, so can peace, rest, happiness, and 
joy be widespread across our na-
tion. Again, this can happen with certain 
instruction. 
 
3. God & LORD 

 The name for “God” in this verse is 
the name “El-ohim” which means the 
God who rules. Using this definition it 
simply implies in this verse that God can 
be Ruler of a nation. 
 We also find in this verse another 
name and that is “LORD”. This name is 
the name “Jehovah”. Putting all of this in 
context, it means that Jehovah can be 
God or Ruler of a nation. 
 We have seen in the history of our 
nation in the individuals who laid the 
foundational work, that Jehovah was our 
Ruler or God. As we read the writings of 
our founding fathers, we see that they 
had a true understanding and depend-
ence upon Him to lead and guide them. 
Just go and study the writings of indi-
viduals such as George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln, Alexander Hamilton, 
and others. You will find a tremendous 
submission they had for Jehovah their 
God. 
 This submission was nationwide 
including our nation’s capital. You may 
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A Blessed �ation 
not know this, but after the capital build-
ing was built in Washington D.C., it was 
used as a church on Sunday for worship 
because it was the largest meeting 
place. Thomas Jefferson referred to it in 
a writing of his as he was on his journey 
there for worship. 
 This submission was in our schools. 
Prayer filled the classroom instead of 
drugs, guns, sex, and disrespect of au-
thority. Bibles were read in school as 
instruments for teaching kids to read and 
also teaching them about God. Now look 
at our schools. Schools used to be safe, 
but now kids are fearful and scared along 
with their parents. What happened? The 
minority overruled the majority and God 
was forced to leave the schoolhouse. 
Looking back at it, I think our kids lost in 
that deal. 
 There was a time in which Jehovah 
was our God. As you see in Scripture, 
there were many times in which the Isra-
elites went after other gods and found 
themselves in captivity, in fear, in worry, 
and in anxiety. Whenever they departed 
from Jehovah as God, they were not 
blessed. 
 Today, individuals can make Jeho-
vah their God by putting their faith and 
trust in Jesus Christ to be their Lord and 
Savior. 
 There is one more word that occurs 
twice in this portion of the verseD. 
 

4. Is 
 The word referred to above is the 
word “is”. It is a present-tense verb that 
implies something currently happening. 
In our verse we see it used twice. First, 
we see it in the blessing of a nation. It 
says “Blessed is the nation” so we can 
say it this way, “a nation is blessed” or “a 
nation is currently blessed” and using the 
definition above “a nation is happy”. 
 Now, again, let’s look around or 
watch the news. Does this describe our 
nation? I would have to say no. Is our 
nation happy? You would think that it 
would be overjoyed after all we are the 
wealthiest nation, the most powerful na-
tion, and a free nation. Yet, we are so 
unhappy. 
 The second occurrence of the word 
“is” is found in the last portion of our pas-
sage “whose God is the LORD”. We can 
re-phrase that into saying “Whose Ruler 
is Jehovah” or “Whose Ruler is currently 
Jehovah” 
 You will notice that the word “is” is 
mentioned jointly in our passage. For 
example, it does not say “Blessed was 
the nation whose God is the LORD”, nor 
does it say “Blessed is the nation whose 
God was the Lord.” Why is that impor-
tant? Because we see that if we want to 

(Continued on page 3) 
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be a nation that is currently happy, Jeho-
vah must currently be our Ruler or God. 
In other words, the happiness of a nation 
rests on whether or not Jehovah is our 
Ruler. 
 Today we see and hear of people 
seeking further to remove God out of our 
nation. Believer, we cannot allow that to 
happen. We must stand for Him if we 
want our nation to be blessed. The fur-
ther and further our nation moves away 
from Him, the further into fear, anger, 
hatred and despair we will find ourselves 
as a nation (and it is already bad). 
 Friends, think about these verses 
and compare them to the things we 
seeD. 
(1) Matthew 11:28 – “Come unto me all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden, and 
I (Jesus) will give you rest” (the paren-
thesis added for clarification).  
(2) John 14:27 – Jesus said “Peace I 
leave with you, my peace I give unto 
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto 
you.  Let not your heart be troubled, nei-
ther let it be afraid.”  
(3) 2 Timothy 1:7 – “For God hath not 
given us the spirit of fear; but of power, 
and of love, and of a sound mind.” 
 These verses sound like what we 
need today, but they can only come 
when we are saved. Friend, wouldn’t you 
like to have peace in your soul? It cannot 
happen with possessions, money, or any 
other material thing. Jesus is your an-

swer. Trust in Him today. ���� 

(Continued from page 2) 
sights could have saved the day: "...the 
habits of thinking in a free country should 
inspire caution in those entrusted with its 
administration to confine themselves 
within their respective constitutional 
spheres, avoiding in the exercise of the 
powers of one department to encroach 
upon another. The spirit of encroachment 
tends to consolidate the powers of all the 
departments in one, and thus to create, 
whatever the form of government, a real 
despotism....  
 "Let there be no change by usurpa-
tion; for though this in one instance may 
be the instrument of good, it is the cus-
tomary weapon by which free govern-
ments are destroyed...." 
 3. Intimidation and compromise: 
After decades of mind-changing intimida-
tion and consensus thinking (don't of-
fend, argue, disagree, mention contrary 
facts or absolutes...) few dare fight for 
Biblical values. After all, taking an un-
popular stand could offend the group or 
community. George Washington warned 
us it would happen: "Real patriots who 
may resist the intrigues of the favorite 
are liable to become suspected and odi-
ous, while its tools and dupes usurp the 
applause and confidence of the people to 
surrender their interests." 

 

But here is the good news:  
 The bad news produces... 
 1. Alertness: Realizing how easily 
human managers can trade our precious 
freedom for tempting visions of solidarity 
and security, we become all the more 
alert to deception. Let us heed the words 
of James Madison: "I believe there are 
more instances of the abridgement of the 
freedom of the people by gradual and 
silent encroachments of those in power 
than by violent and sudden usurpation." 
 2. Insight: Reminded that we were 
a "nation under God," we look to see 
"from where [we] have fallen" so that we 
might, at least in our own hearts, restore 
the early God-given zeal for following His 
way. 
 "When God is Lord," wrote former 
U.S. Senate Chaplain Richard 
Halverson, "then the people are qualified 
to manage and control their environment. 
When God is not Lord, then they are 
going to be the victims of their environ-
ment whether it's physical, political, so-
cial or whatever else." 
 3. Conviction: Aware of the shifting 
sands of social trends, we see a deeper 
need to take our stand on God's un-
changing truths and moral standards. 
Encouraging us to live as "a nation under 

(Continued from page 2) 

The first freedom is 

freedom from sin. 
- Martin Luther 

 

Freedom is priceless. Where it is present 
almost any kind of life is enjoyable. 
When it is absent life can never be en-
joyed; it can only be endured. . . . 
 

Freedom is liberty within bounds: liberty 
to obey holy laws, liberty to keep the 
commandments of Christ, to serve man-
kind, to develop to the full all the latent 
possibilities within our redeemed na-
tures. True Christian liberty never sets us 
free to indulge our lusts or to follow our 
fallen impulses. . . . - A.W. Tozer 

 

“For, brethren, ye have been called unto 
liberty; only use not liberty for an occa-
sion to the flesh, but by love serve one 
another” (Galatians 5:13). 

A Blessed �ation The Attack on the Pledge: 
God," George Washington said in his 
Farewell Address, "Of all the disposi-
tions and habits which lead to political 
prosperity, religion and morality are in-
dispensable supports. In vain would that 
man claim the tribute of patriotism who 
should labor to subvert these great pil-
lars of human happiness — these firm-
est props of the duties of men and citi-
zens. D And let us with caution indulge 
the supposition that morality can be 
maintained without religion." 
 4. Determination: Saddened by the 
growing hostility toward God's name and 
honor, we determine all the more to ex-
press our loyalty and thanks to the God 
who established our nation and its 
courts on the certainties of His Word. 
 But living as uncompromising Chris-
tians may become increasingly difficult 
in the months and years ahead. For a 
battle is raging all around us. Growing 
ever more intense, this battle is not 
"against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wicked-
ness...." [Eph 6:12-13]  
 "The real conflict is spiritual," wrote 
Chaplain Halverson. "The real enemy is 
invisible. His masterpiece is his incog-
nito. His most subtle strategy is to con-
vince us of his nonexistence." And he 
has been gaining much ground in Amer-
ica in the last century. 
 Yet we need not fear. "You are of 
God," wrote the apostle John, "...and 
have overcome them: because greater 
is He that is in you, than he that is in the 
world." 1 John 4:4 
 5. Kindness: Having heard the 
chorus of diverse voices that rose in 
response to the edict, we want to show 
care and concern of all people — even if 
we can't agree with their understanding 
of God.  "Love suffers long and is kind; 
love does not envy; love does not pa-
rade itself, is not puffed up...." 1 Cor. 
13:4 
 6. Gratefulness: Awakened to the 
high cost and fragile nature of our free-
dom, we treasure the gift God has given 
us all the more -- and thank Him with all 
our hearts. "For of Him and through Him 
and to Him are all things, to whom be 
glory forever." Romans 11:33-36 
 7. Celebration: May the Maker of 
this great land show us special ways to 
honor Him as our Provider on the Fourth 
of July. Only He can renew our hearts 
and protect us from our enemies. “The 
Lord is my light and my salvation;  
Whom shall I fear? The Lord is the 
strength of my life; Of whom shall I be 

afraid?" Psalm 27:1 ���� 
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by The Beacon 

Reduce the Risk 

of Heart Attack by Dick Hester bread together—eating and remember-
ing in that moment the presence of 
Christ; and, you know, we do a lot of 
praying together. We pray.” It’s right 
there: Prayer. It’s 25% of the job descrip-
tion of the church. 
 Now, Acts 4: this is a longer section. 
Peter and John have been jailed for sev-
eral days for preaching the gospel in the 
marketplace. They have been accused 
and threatened severely. They were re-
leased (v. 23) and they returned to the 
church, telling them what happened. 
When the people heard them, “Dthey 
raised their voice to God with one accord 
(prayer) D” (v. 24), and watch how they 
prayed: “Lord, You are God, who made 
heaven and earth and the sea, and all 
that is in them.” They grounded their 
prayer in the full range of Bible history, 
starting with creation itself. “We are talk-
ing to the God who’s made the stars of 
the sky, the galaxies, the sun, moon, and 
earth. This is our God, and we reckon 
Him as the God of all things.” They knew 
that God was in control and in charge. 
The fellowship was bolstering their faith 
by remembering these things—
together—in prayer. Then they began to 
pray for boldness and courage. These 
naturally fearful people wanted to be built 
up in the nature and power of God. Then 
(v. 31), “After they prayedDthe place 
where they were meeting was shaken.” 
What does that mean? Have you ever 
been in a group of Christians where the 
presence of God was so powerful and 
the people were so in love in their follow-
ing of Jesus and they were so unified, 
that your word spoken at that moment to 
describe it all would be that the place 
was “shaken”? I’ve witnessed that sev-
eral times in my own life. What an ex-
perience, to be in a place like that, where 
people are filled with God’s Spirit and the 
Word of God was proclaimed and spo-
ken with boldness and faith, all because 
of prayer! 
 I’ve bitten off more than I can chew to 
complete this Prompter. Please bear with 
me as I add more “roots” next week. But 
what do we learn from all of these 
things? It’s like we squeeze them to-
gether like a washrag, and they yield 
teachable truths for you and me. For 
one, I pick up a theme of inadequacy 
and even brokenness as the people rec-
ognize that they are facing things that 
are bigger than they are; they, in humility 
at that moment, seek God. They pray! 
More next week! 
 

First We Pray! Get it?  ���� 

Our Root System, Part 2 

W 
ould you believe the answer 
is, "attend church"? Now, I 

know what you are saying, 
"Preachers will do anything to get 
people to come to church." Right? 
Wrong! This information came from 
the International Journal of Cardiol-
ogy. 
 In the little paper, "Bottom 
Line" (Feb. 15, 1987), the following 
article appeared: "Religious discov-
ery: Nonreligious people have a 
heart attack risk two and a half times 
higher than that of religious people 
— regardless of serum cholesterol 
or blood pressure levels." 
 How could that be? I am not a 
doctor but I have a few ideas: 
 1. Christians do not have to live 
with guilt. As a child of God I can 
know that the blood of Jesus contin-
ues to keep me pure every day (1 
John 1:7). Even though I foul up, I 
can live with confidence knowing I 
am safe in the arms of my Lord. I am 
free to enjoy forgiveness. 
 2. Christians can be part of a 
loving family — the church. In a 
day when families are being shat-
tered by divorce, alcoholism, and 
death I have something that remains 
the same. My family, the church, re-
mains to help me make it through 
the worst of times. Redwood trees 
have been able to survive the centu-
ries because their roots interlock 
with others. In the church I am able 
to have support, love, understand-
ing, and a family, whether my physi-
cal family survives or not. 
 3. Christians do not have to 
fear death. That fear has kept us in 
bondage all our lives — till Jesus 
came (Hebrews 2:14, 15). We know 
that we will be resurrected, our bod-
ies changed from physical to spiri-
tual, and we will live forever with 
God. David said, "Though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of 
death I will fear no evil, for thou art 
with me" (Psalm 23:4). 
 Want to avoid a heart attack? 
See you in church Sunday. 

The Beacon 

via Pulpit Helps  ���� 

L 
ast week I tried to establish that 
Christian individuals and churches 

need a strong root system deep in the 
“soil” to assist our growth and stability 
and to galvanize us in our walk. I sug-
gested that the most intimate experience 
of Christians is individual and corporate 
prayer and that prayer is the beginning of 
developing our root system; if we take it 
out of our personal or corporate meeting 
we, or our churches, will crumble and 
fall.  
 Prayer takes on all kinds of formats. 
They can be very formal and dignified 
and can leave us breathless. I do not 
blow off prayers of formality and dignity. I 
keep by my bed a book entitled, “The 
Valley of Vision”, a collection of Puritan 
prayers and devotions. Candidly, I do not 
pray in that manner, but I read one each 
evening before I go to sleep (I do admit 
that I have to read them over again 
sometimes to understand them), and I 
meditate on the great truths. Then on the 
other end there are desperate prayers 
that come out of fear or sorrow or even 
shame. They may be only three or four 
words long, “Oh, Lord God, help me!” 
“Forgive me!” Or, as Peter cried out of 
the passion of his soul, “Lord, save me”! 
I’ve prayed some of those prayers in be-
tween prayers of faith which are very 
much a part of building our root system. 
Again, I think we need more of this than 
anything I can think of. 
 I want to do a short “ramble” through 
Acts 1-13 for this intention: to teach us 
that prayer must be so much a part of 
our lives from day to day. We must be 
convinced of this because if not, prayer 
drops out and we substitute other 
things—busyness, noisiness, programs, 
activity, money, and we forget that what 
God wants to hear from His children, be-
fore anything else, are words uttered 
heavenward. 
  Acts 2:42 is one of the greatest state-
ments about the early church. The de-
scription given to the Christians in the 
first days, when the church and Christi-
anity sprang into motion, is that the peo-
ple of the church committed, or devoted 
themselves, to four things: the Apostles’ 
teaching, fellowship with one another, 
the breaking of bread together, and 
PRAYER. These are the four core func-
tions of the church. If someone had 
come into this gathering and asked, 
“What are you guys doing?”, they would 
have said, “We are majoring on the 
teaching of the Apostles, who are telling 
us about Jesus; we are gathering to-
gether regularly to strengthen each other 
in fellowship;, we are regularly breaking 
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Giant Rat-

Eating Frogs 
by William Bright 

Pathways of Service 
Part 1 of a 3-Part Series - “THE GENESIS OF GOD’S SERVANT” 

by Pastor Jesse Waggoner 
"For by grace are ye saved through 
faith; and that not of yourselves: it is 
the gift of God: Not of works, lest 
any man should boast. For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them." (Ephesians 2:8-10) 

 

B 
efore beginning the journey of ser-
vice, we must start on the right path 

and make sure of our destination. Ser-
vice is not the path to salvation, it is the 
path from salvation. We cannot live and 
work spiritually until we are alive spiritu-
ally. Or to put it another way, God's work 
is for God's people. 
 Salvation, then, is where the path 
begins. Since Jesus bore the sin penalty 
for the entire world when He died and 
rose again, trusting His finished work is 
all God requires of the sinner. To assume 
more or less would be doubting His suffi-
ciency. Paul said in Romans 12 that be-
lievers are transformed from Satan's do-
main into the kingdom of God. Blessed 
transformation! Saved forever! Kept by 
the power of God as His very own child. 
 As newborn believers, we are re-
ferred to in Scripture by many titles: 
Christian, child of God, brethren, etc. But 
the one I like best is in John 15:15: 
"Henceforth, I call you not servants...  but 
I have called you friends." Isn't t it ironic 
that before Jesus ever calls us His ser-
vants, He calls us friends. Like Abraham, 
Jesus calls us "the friend of God". God 
could trust Abraham to do the right thing 
because Abraham trusted God to do the 
right thing. Can He trust you and me to 
do the right thing? 
 We come now to a fork in the road. 
Our text says we are saved for the pur-
pose of good works. It is no coincidence 
that the giving of the Law in Exodus 20 is 
followed immediately by the law of the 
bondslave: Exodus 21:1-6. It tells how a 
Hebrew could enter slavery for six years, 
to possibly pay off a debt. But at the end 
of six years, his master had to give him 
his freedom. However, if he loved his 
master, and so desired, he could submit 
to permanent servitude by the ritual of 
ear piercing. 
 The principle for Christians is the 
same. In Christ, we are free of the debt 
of sin. No more obligations. We're free! 
But if we love our Master as we should, 
we will want to serve Him forever. John 
14:15 says, "...if you love Me, you will 

W 
hile Julie and I were on our recent 
trip to the South we were driving 

down a highway cut through the country-
side of the Florida pan-
handle. As we cruised 
along in our rented 
Neon enjoying the road-
side sights, we came 

upon a roadside zoo. From every ap-
pearance this was a do-it-yourself variety 
of zoo that had been built in someone's 
backyard in an attempt to relieve the 
traveling tourist of his or her money. It 
certainly was as far removed from a 
"real" zoo as one can imagine. The only 
similarity is that both had captive animals 
on display.  
 As we approached the zoo there 
were a series of signs advertising this 
wonderful Florida attraction. One sign 
would read "See the Lion" the next would 
say "See the Tiger" and so on. I was 
really not paying much attention until a 
sign came into view that said, "See the 
Giant Rat-Eating Frogs." Now, I have 
never thought of frogs as ever being 
"giant" sized and certainly had never 
entertained the idea that they feasted on 
rodents! Accompanying the wording on 
the sign was a drawing of a frog with a 
large rat hanging from its mouth! Need-
less to say, we kept driving, and to this 
day I have never seen a giant rat-eating 
frog. The zoo-owner apparently is of the 
opinion the large carnivorous amphibians 
are a real draw. To me this illustrates a 
tendency of human nature. We are at-
tracted to the new, the different, the bi-
zarre. We like to be entertained. 
 There is one area in which we should 
never view as entertainment. That is the 
preaching and teaching of God's word. In 
the day of the prophet Ezekiel there were 
those who came to hear him preach. He 
was viewed a wonderful speaker and 
drew large crowds. The Lord, however, 
informed him that, "thou art unto them as 
a very lovely song of one that hath a 
pleasant voice, and can play well on an 
instrument: for they hear thy words, but 
they do them not." (Ezekiel. 33:32, cf. 
Ezekiel. 33:3-33). He was to them just so 
much entertainment. The preaching of 
God's word is not to entertain the hearer, 
it is to change the hearer! 
 So next Sunday make sure you are 
in place to hear the Word of God and 
come prepared to be changed by the 
Word of God. Preaching is not a side-
show on the road to life, it the direction to 
the narrow way that leads to eternal life. 

(Matthew 7:14) .  ���� 

keep My commandments." Love, not ob-
ligation, becomes the only proper motive 
for service. It must always be seen as a 
privilege, not a duty. As usual, Paul said 
it best: "I urge you therefore, brethren, by 
the mercies of God, to present your bod-
ies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable 
to God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship" (Romans 12:1 NASV). It is the 
opportunity you will have only in this life. 
 If you have taken the right path now 
after this dividing of the ways, you will 
notice the way growing narrow and fewer 
travelers. Some have taken deceptive 
detours or yielded to tempting distrac-
tions. Or they may not be ready to give 
God the exclusive use of their bodies. 
Jesus never hid the perils of serving Him. 
In Matthew 16:24, He said: "If any man 
will come after Me, let him ...  
 Deny self. There are many voices in 
the world, including our own flesh that 
challenge us to get all we can in this life 
and use it for personal satisfaction. God 
simply calls you to ignore selfish goals 
and give Him control of your life. 
 Take up your cross. The cross was 
an implement of death. Those seen bear-
ing a cross in Bible days were on their 
way to be crucified. Our cross is accept-
ing God's will for our lives. It means 
death to the self life in favor of the Christ 
life. Many count life too precious to sacri-
fice, even for such a noble purpose. 
That's not saving your life; that's losing it! 
 Follow Me. Peter fills us in on what 
that may mean in 1 Peter 2:21-24. Jesus, 
who walked the path of service before 
any of us, was reviled, threatened, mis-
treated, and misjudged. With that in 
mind, are you still willing to follow in His 
steps? As the friend of God, are you will-
ing to go a step higher and be His ser-

vant? ���� 
 

[ Part 2 - “The Equipping of God’s Ser-
vants” will be included in next month’s 
Life of Calvary — DON’T MISS IT! ] 
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1)  I would not tell God what I require. 
We may assume He knows what I 

need.  
 2) I would not judge a church by the 
externals—location, beauty, conven-
ience, denomination, ample parking, 
landscaping, reputation. 
 3) I would ask: "Is God in this 
place?" "Do they teach His Word?" "Do 
they seem to care for people?" "Is this a 
‘safe place' in which to worship, serve, 
and grow?" "Is this home?" I would want 
the answer to those questions, but I 
would not make my decision on the ba-
sis of any of them. After all, it could be 
the church is not what it ought to be and 
God is sending me to help it grow and 
heal. 
 4) I would ask the Holy Spirit to lead 
me to the church he has chosen. After 
all, I don't have the time or energy to 
visit every possible congregation in this 
city. "He leadeth me in the path of right-
eousness. " 
 5) Once I knew in my heart that ‘this 
is the church,' I would join it. I would give 
my tithes and offerings and begin pray-
ing for the church leaders and looking 
for ways to encourage them. I would be-
gin learning the names of church mem-
bers, and not wait on them to reach out 
to me. My city has thousands of Chris-
tian people who moved here and, not 
finding a church like the one back home, 
ended up not joining a local congrega-
tion. They have missed a great personal 
blessing, our churches are correspond-
ingly weaker than they should be, the 
community goes without the faithful wit-
ness and leadership of these members 
of the Body of Christ, the unsaved of the 
city never know the witness they could 
have received, the Name of the Lord Je-
sus Christ is dishonored, and His will is 
ignored. 
 What I wish I could say to every 
person who moves to a large and unfa-
miliar city where the churches are differ-
ent, from the one they left behind is this: 

"sincerity." 
 "Sincerity" is what we call it; the Bi-
ble just calls it sin. Paul accuses the god-
less of being...gossips, slanderers..." -
Romans 1:29, 30. These two sins are 
companions. The difference between 
them is more subtlety than substance. 
 The slanderer is the one who does 
not care who hears what he has to say. 
He openly talks others down—which is 
just what the Greek word katalalos 

(Continued on page 7) 

by Joe McKeever 

Many hundred years ago 
They ventured to remark 
That Noah had some carpenters 
To help him build the Ark. 
But sad to say on that last day 
When Noah entered in, 
Those carpenters were left outside 
And perished in their sin. 
 
How sad to think they nay have 
 helped 
To build the Ark so great, 
Yet still they heeded not God’s Word 
And awful was their fate. 
Today the same sad fate exists 
Among the sons of men, 
They helped to build the so-called 
 church 
Who are not born again. 
 
They stay behind for sacrament, 
They work, they sing, they pray: 
Yet never have accepted Christ, 
The Life, the Truth, the Way. 
Another judgment day will come, 
As sure as came the flood, 
And only those will be secure 

Who shelter ‘neath Christ’s blood.  ���� 

Y 
ou have heard them. I have, too. 
Maybe in our weaker moments, we 

have been among them. 
 A name comes up in conversation. 
Someone has something good to say 
about that person. Our twisted minds 
hear in the praise some implied criticism 
of ourselves. 
 Our tongues spring into action. 
Where praise has been offered, we re-
turn censure. "Did you know..." or "Have 
you heard?" or "I wonder..." may be the 

If I Were Looking For A 

Church Home... 

way we begin. Then we offer our little in-
nuendo, our slur on his character, our 
question about his motives or reminder of 
some long-forgotten mistake. 
 We do not do it openly. That would 
be too obvious. Folks would know that 
our real motive is jealousy. No, we whis-
per our "concern" in hushed, reverent 
tones. That way no one can doubt our 

�oah’s 
Carpenters 

"God is getting 
ready to do some-
thing new in your 
life. Don't miss it! 
And whatever you 
do, do not ask the 
Lord to duplicate 
the experience 
you had in your 
last church. Each 
congregation is as 
unique as your 
children. After all, the Lord is so creative, 
He hates to do anything the same way 
twice!" 
 In my first pastorate after seminary, 
the Sunday School Director, John Pake, 
told me how he came to join our church. 
 "When we moved here, this church 
was sick. The congregation was weak, 
the choir was pitiful, and the preaching 
was not very good. But the Lord told my 
wife and me in no uncertain terms that 
this was where He was leading us. We 
ignored that and went across town to visit 
another church. 
 "That church was thriving. The place 
was packed, the choir was outstanding, 
and the sermon was inspired. But in our 
heart of hearts, we knew the Lord was 
not leading us there. They did not need 
us. They were doing just fine. 
 "So, the next week, we returned to 
this church. It was the same story—poor 
choir, attendance, and sermon. Once 
again, the Lord said, ‘This is your place.' 
So, we joined it. 
 "Over the next two years, three ma-
jor changes occurred. The. pastor left, 
they made me the Sunday School direc-
tor, and we've called you as our next 
preacher." 
 We had an outstanding ministry 
there for several years, making it obvious 
the Lord had made plans for our church 
even before many of us moved to that 
city. I've never forgotten the lesson and 
commend it to every person who finds 
themselves in the position of having to 

find a new church in a new city. ���� 

Pssst! 

By Dale Wells 
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prove or disprove. 
 2. Slanderers do their work openly; 
whisperers do theirs in secret. The victim 
may never know he has been victimized, 
so he never has a chance to clear his 
name. 
 There are six things the Lord hates, 
Seven that are detestable to him:  
 haughty eyes,  
 a lying tongue,  
 hands that shed innocent blood,  
 a heart that devises wicked schemes,  
 feet that are quick to rush into evil,  
 a false witness who pours out lies 
 and a man who stirs up dissension 
 among brothers" 

 —Proverbs 6:16-19. � 

~ Answers on Page 8 ~ 

1. Who wrote, “O death, where is thy 
sting, O grave, where is thy victory"?  
______________________ 

2. In what book will you find the account 

of Moses and the burning bush? 

______________________ 

3. Where did the Lord send Jonah to 

preach repentance? _______________ 

4. Where was Jesus when He was 

kissed by Judas and arrested? 

________________________________

5. Who said, "No prophet is accepted in 

his own country"? __________________ 
6. Who was told in advance that he 
would betray the Lord three times in one 
night? __________________________ 
7. Which book in the Bible of Old Testa-
ment Major Prophets comes first ? 
______________________ 
8. The giant Goliath wore a helmet made 
of what type of metal? ______________ 

9. What was Abel’s occupation?  

______________________________ 

10. Which king of Israel committed sui-

cide with a sword as the Philistines be-

gan to close in on him?______________ 

11. Which book of the Bible begins with 

"The former treatise have I made, O 

Theophilus..."? ____________________ 

12. What prophet purified the waters of 

Jericho with salt and the power of the 

Lord? ___________________________ 

13. How old was David when he became 

king of Israel? ____________ 

14. Why were the Jews angry by the 

curing of the invalid at Bethesda (John 

5)? _____________________________ 

15. To whom did Jesus say, "O thou of 

little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt"? 

______________________ 

16. According to Ecclesiastes, what will 

happen to a man that "diggeth a pit"? (a) 

He will find that he has dug in vain; (b) 

He will fall into it; (c) He will be scorned 

by his brethren; or (d) He will find sweet 

water. ______ 

17. What did the women bring to the 

sepulcher where Jesus had been bur-

ied? ____________________________ 

18. Which disciple was the brother of 

James? ______________________  

19. Zacharias and Elisabeth were the 

parents of which famous New Testament 

person? __________________ 

20. Who did Jesus take up into a high 

mountain and they witnessed Jesus' 

conversation with Elias and Moses? 

________________________________

_____________________________ 

21. In which two Old Testament books 

are found the Ten Commandments? 

_________________________ 

22.Complete the following verse: “Being 

confident of this very thing, that he which 

hath begun a good work in you will ____ 

________________________________” 

means. 
 The gossip is much 
more subtle. He does his 
work in small, intimate 
groups. The slanderer and 

the gossip are both character assassins. 
The slanderer "blows away" his victim; 
the gossip slips up and slits his throat. 
 The Greek word psithuristes is ono-
matopoetic. Its sound suggests its mean-
ing. It starts off the same way this whis-
perer does: "Pssst....” 
 The whisperer is much more dan-
gerous than the slanderer. He is harder 
to defend against for a couple of rea-
sons: 
 1. Slanderers make allegations; 
whisperers cast aspersions. They do not 
charge wrongdoing; they just question 
motives. Motives are a hard thing to 

(Continued from page 6) 

Just a thought....Just a thought....Just a thought....Just a thought....    

Psalm 112 

Pssst! 

“Praise ye the LORD. Blessed is the man 
that feareth the LORD, that delighteth 
greatly in his commandments” (Psalm 
112:1) 
 

P 
salm 112 tells us that a godly per-
son will have successful descen-

dants (v. 2), enjoy wealth (v. 3), leave a 
lasting legacy upon their death (v. 3), 
and experience God’s wonderful pres-
ence in a special way when they experi-
ence trials (v. 4). But are there some 
godly people who don’t seem to benefit 
from these promises? 
 There was a young man who was 
handicapped after a serious accident. He 
was placed into a hospital bed near a 
window and he could see his friends with 
their girlfriends drive by in their cars. As 
time went by he saw them drive by with 
their wives and their children, and even 
later still with their grandchildren. This 
poor man had no descendants, no 
wealth, no fame. It would be easy to say 
that Psalm 112 did not mean anything to 
him and his situation.  
 But if we look at it spiritually it does. 
In his discouragement, he would think 
about Jesus dying on the cross for his 
sins and this reassured him that God 
loved him. Sometimes he would think 
about Christ’s resurrection and would 
rejoice in the prospect that one day he 
would see heaven and live there for all 
eternity, free of all the pain and misery. 
 He had a large “family” through his 
relationship with Christ. He had more 
“brothers” and “sisters” than he could 
count as he had the “Spirit of adop-
tion” (Romans 8:15), which places the 
believer into God’s family. This also 
gives him eternal wealth as a “joint-heir 
with Christ” (Romans 8:17). His eternal 
life means that he will experience God’s 
presence in special ways and when he 
dies he will leave an enduring legacy to 
all who knew him. 
 God’s promises to us will be fulfilled, 
either now or in eternity. If God makes a 
promise to us we can count on it. It may 
not be today or when we think it should 
happen, but rest assured, if God said it, it 
will take place. God’s promise to Noah 
can still be seen today (rainbow). We just 
need to wait upon God, be patient, and 
wait for God’s timing. His timing is per-
fect. 
 The fear of the Lord is related to 
obeying God’s commands, which brings 
freedom from all other fears (vs. 7-8). 
Fear is a reverence for God expressed in 
submission to His will (see Proverbs 1:7; 
Job 28:28). Wisdom comes from a right 

relationship to God. ���� 
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1. Paul (1 Corinthians 15:55) 
2. Exodus (Exodus 3:2-4) 
3. Nineveh (Jonah 1:1-2; 3:2-3) 
4. Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 

26:36-50) 
5. Jesus (Luke 4:24) 
6. Peter (Matthew 26:33-34) 
7. Isaiah 
8. Brass (1 Samuel 17:5) 
9. A keeper of sheep (Genesis 4:2) 
10. Saul (1 Samuel 31:1-5) 
11. Acts (Acts 1:1) 
12. Elisha (2 Kings 2:19-22) 

Like uncut diamonds, many individuals 
have shining qualities beneath 

 a rough exterior. 
 

Generosity is giving more than you can... 
Pride is taking less than you need. 

 

Know that you are as good as anyone 
and better than no one. 

 

You can’t have a good day with a bad 
attitude and you can’t have a bad day 

with a good attitude. 

13. 30 years old (2 Samuel 5:4) 
14. It was a Sabbath Day (John 5:2-16) 
15. Peter (Matthew 14:29-31) 
16. b - He will fall into it (Ecclesiastes 

10:8) 
17. Sweet spices (Mark 16:1) 
18. John (Matthew 4:21)A 
19. John the Baptist (Luke 1:57-67) 
20. Peter, James & John (Luke 9:28-30) 
21. Exodus; Deuteronomy 
22. “perform it until the day of Jesus 

Christ:” (Philippians 1:6) 

Each prayer is answered, that is so. 
But for our own good it may  

at times be no.—Anonymous 
 

Work is the price of success. 
 

We make a living by what we get, 
but we make a life by what we give. 

 

When you rech out to others , you become 
part of God’s lifeline. 

PATRIOTIC 
 

 

by Tim Arthur 
 

 

WORD LIST 

. 

ADAMS 

ALLEGIANCE 

AMERICA 

BANG 

BANNER 

BATTLE 

BELL 

BILL 

BIRTH 

BLUE 

BOSTON 

BRITAIN 

CANNON 

CAPITOL 

COLONY 

CONGRESS 

DECLARATION 

DELEGATE 

FIRECRACKER 

FLAG 

FOURTH 

FRANKLIN 

FREE 

GREEDOM 

HANCOCK 

HOLIDAY 

INDEPENDENCE 

JEFFERSON 

JULY 

LAND 

LIBERTY 

MADISON 

MONROE 

NATION 

PARADE 

PATRIOT 

PHILADELPHIA 

PICNIC 

PLEDGE 

REPUBLIC 

RIGHTS 

RING 

SALUTE 

STARS 

STATES 

STRIPES 

UNDER 

UNITED 

WASHINGTON 

WHITE 

R D N U M A I H P L E D A L I H P I 

T E M I N D E T I N U C O C A H O L 

Y O P E A H S B G R O S H N I B A M 

T A I L T T E N S N P T C H A R A L 

R E E R F R I A G R I O G E G D E L 

E E U J T H W R E P C R O N A G L M 

B O R Y S A E L B K N O E W I T E T 

F R E D M S P A T R I L C A A H A D 

S N A D S E B N S B C O N O S R S U 

R O E N O I T A R A L C E D S E L A 

E M D A L E L A O N E F D L E B T A 

K G A L F U N P G N R E N I L K N A 

C H R D T N O S R E F F E J T G L E 

A A A E I A T H E R L R P S T I P L 

R E P U L S S D O U N E E L A U A R 

C I E I B E O U J L O P D I B E Y O 

E S G E T M B N E E I S N L P I L L 

R O L H L O W A F R T D I U W O R D 

T 

S 

L 

I 

P 

S 

A 

E 

A 

B 

W 

R 

T 

A 

C 

U 

E 

U 

K 

A 

T 

H 

I 

E 

T 

I 

H 

W 

I 

F 

E 

S 

T 

R 

F 

E 

I L I B T U L E T C A C A N N O N T A J 

F T N A C S J S I E N R T Y H U S I H W 
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