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suffer? 

 You say you don't 
believe that God would 
do such a thing or that 
you don't believe that 
God even exists? Well, 
my friend, why take the 
chance? The logical 
course of action is sim-
ple: If God does not exist 
then when we physically 
die on this earth that 

would be the end of everything; if we have 
believed in God and asked Jesus to save 
us, we have lost nothing. If God does 
exist and when we physically die on this 
earth then we go into eternity; if we have 
believed in God and asked Jesus to save 
us, we will live with Him forever in eternal 
bliss — Heaven. BUT! If God does exist 
and when we physically die on this earth 

(Continued on page 2) 

I t is subversive literature. It has led to the 
overthrow of governments, sparked mass 

migrations across oceans, and more than 
once changed the course of history. 
 Governments —- from the 16th-century 
English monarchy to the Communist Soviet 
Union — have gone to great lengths to 
restrict or even prevent its printing and 
distribution. Yet it has outlasted its ene-
mies. It is the most popular book ever 
printed. No other has been translated into 
so many languages and few have had 
such impact on the development of those 
languages. 
 It is, of course, the Bible, portions of 
which have been translated into 1,946 of 
the 5000 languages of the world. This in-
cludes 318 languages into which the entire 
Bible has been translated. No other book 
even comes close to these numbers. 
 The collapse of Communism in East-
ern and Central Europe has led to an un-
precedented hunger for the Bible. In China, 
the lifting of restrictions by the government 
have led to the printing of 3 million copies 
of the Bible in Chinese. Bible publishers 

expect that Cuba will be one of the next 
strong fields of interest as that nation rede-
fines its freedoms in the 1990s. 
 The interest of individuals in the Bible 
has often changed the course of history. 
Cultural historian David Hall of Harvard 
University argues that "the history of spiri-
tuality in Europe and America coincides 
closely with the printing of the Bible and its 
dissemination." 
 The work of a 14th century monk, 
John Wycliffe, did much to reform the po-
litical structure of England. He laid the 
foundation of reform of not only the 
Church but also the State. He resolved to 
introduce the common people to the New 
Testament by translating it into the ver-
nacular of the Saxon peasants. 
 Before the 15th century, every Eng-
lishman who could read was able to ques-
tion the teachings of the Catholic Church 
with regard to both civil and ecclesiastical 
government. Because of the perceived 
threat of Wycliffe's followers, the Lollards, 
who distributed and taught from English 
New Testaments, the Catholic Church 
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by Jay Rogers 

Why Take Chances With Your Life? 

D 
oes it make any sense to run out in 
front of a speeding car just to see if 

it might kill you? Does it make any sense 
to jump off a cliff or a six story building 
just to see if you might live through the 
experience? Many people are taking 
chances with their lives and it makes no 
sense at all. 

 Have you ever burned your finger? 
Have you ever experienced the pain of a 
very bad sunburn? Well, I have and be-
lieve me it is not something I want to do 
over and over again. It hurts! And no mat-
ter how much salve, lotion or ointment 
you use, it continues to hurt. 

 Why would you want to take chances 
with your life? God tells us that unless we 
accept His gift of eternal salvation through 
Jesus Christ, His Son, that we will burn 
forever in the Lake of Fire (Matthew 
25:41, 46). Therefore, if we do not accept 
God's gift we are taking the biggest 
chance of all — everlasting pain, burning 
and suffering! Why would anyone wish to 
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CHRISTIAN AFFECTION 
 

“Be kindly affectioned one to  
another”- Romans 12:10 

 

“Love one another”- 
Romans 13:8 

 

“Be likeminded one toward  
another”- Romans 15:5 

 

“Receive ye one another”-  
Romans 15:7 

 

“Same care for one another”- 
     1 Corinthians 12:15 

 

“Forbearing one another in love”- 
Ephesians 4:2 

 

“Comfort one another”- 
1 Thessalonians 4:18 

 

“Forgiving one another”- 
Colossians 4:2 

 

“Edify one another”- 
1 Thessalonians 5:11 

 

“Pray for one another”- 
James 5:16. 

 

“Use hospitality one to another”- 
1 Peter 4:9 

THIS MONTH’S VERSES: 
“Forasmuch as ye know that ye 

were not redeemed with corrupti-
ble things, as silver and gold, from 

your vain conversation received 
by tradition from your fathers; But 
with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and 

without spot” 
— 1 Peter 1:18-19 
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banned translation of the Bible in 1408. 
The only copies that continued to exist in 
English were hand copies of the Wycliffe 
originals. 
 In the 1440s, Johannes Gutenburg 
began experimenting with novel, mysteri-
ous ways of approaching printing. Skilled 
in engraving and metal working, Guten-
burg invented movable typeset and 
printed 200 copies of the Latin Bible. By 
the time Martin Luther was born in 1483, 
Germany had several large printing 
presses capable of printing hundreds of 
books at a time. 
 In 1521, William Tyndale, an Oxford 
scholar, began to translate the Bible into 
English. He did so because he was 
shocked to find that the people of Eng-
land were so scripturally illiterate. Tyn-
dale translated the entire Bible into Eng-
lish, printed copies of his version at Ant-
werp, and illegally smuggled the Bibles 
into England. In 1535, he was betrayed 
by a fellow Englishman and was burnt at 
the stake. His last words, reportedly, 
were "Lord, open the King of England's 
eyes!" 
 Consider that in 1525 in northern 
Germany, only 5 percent of the popula-
tion was literate. Yet 150 years later in 
New England, 95 percent was literate. 
This great advance was the result of the 
Protestant Reformation which began to 
dominate the religious life of northern 
Europe. The basis of the Reformation 
was Martin Luther's teaching on the 
Priesthood Of All Believers: "Every 
Christian is a Priest before God and is 
capable of interpreting the Bible for him-
self with the aid of the Holy Spirit." Luther 
was also responsible for translating the 
entire Bible into the German language. 
 In turn, every Christian wanted to 
own a Bible and felt responsible to learn 
to read in order to more effectively com-
mune with God. The result of this teach-
ing brought on what some scholars be-
lieve to be the highest literacy rate of any 
society in the world: Puritan Massachu-
setts of the colonial period (1620-1775). 
 It may surprise some to know that 
the Puritans, although never a large 
group, have done more to influence the 
shape of government in the world than 
any other group of people in modern 
history. The Puritans were the architects 
of a new form of government - Christian 
self-government with union - which later 
became the basis for America's form of 
government. This was the end result of 
the Puritan's belief that the Bible holds 
principles that are applicable to every 
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then we go into eternity; if we have not 
believed in God and asked Jesus to save 
us, we will live separated from God, suf-
fering in eternal torment — the Lake of 
Fire; burning and suffering forever. The 
only logical solution is to accept God's 
gift of salvation through Jesus Christ. 
Why take the chance? 

 Now you may be wondering how a 
loving and caring God could send any-
one to Hell — the Lake of Fire. You may 
also be thinking that when you physically 
die you will go to a place of Purgatory or 
a place of punishment until you have 
atoned for the sins you have committed 
in this life and that eventually you will get 
to heaven. The Bible does not teach that! 

 God tells us in the Bible that we are 
all sinners, "There is none righteous, no, 
not one:" (Romans 3:10), “For all have 
sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God," (Romans 3:23). He also tells us 
that because we are sinners we deserve 
to die, "For the wages of sin is 
death;" (Romans 6:23a). "But God com-
mendeth His love toward us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us" (Romans 5.:8). Even though we were 
sinners; we didn't do what God wanted 
us to do; God loved us so much that He 
sent His only Son to die for us. "For God 
so loved the world, that He gave His only 
Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16). Did you notice that word 
"whosoever"? That means YOU! You 
can have everlasting life! Isn't that won-
derful! Everlasting life is God's gift to 
you. "...but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord" (Romans 
6:23b). 

 Think for a moment about a gift. 
When someone gets you a gift, when is it 
yours? When they decide to buy it? The 
moment they purchase it? When they 
wrap it in bright colored paper? How 
about when they bring it to your house 
and tell you they have a gift for you? The 
gift does not actually belong to you until 
you reach out and take possession of it. 
To accept a gift requires you to do some-
thing — reach out and take hold of it. 

 So then, how do you go about ac-
cepting a gift from God? Romans 10:9, 
10, & 13 tells us how: "That if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved. For with the heart man believ-
eth unto righteousness; and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salva-
tion. For whosoever shall call upon the 
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Why Take Chances 

With Your Life? 

name of the Lord 
shall be saved." 
Pray to God 
now. Tell Him 
you believe in 
your heart that 
the Lord Jesus 
died for your 
sins, was buried, 
and then rose 
from the grave, 
victorious over 
sin and death. 
Ask Him to for-
give you for your 
sin and to come 
into your heart 
that you might 

have everlasting life. Ask him to lead and 
guide you to do what He wants you to do 
and turn your life completely over to Him.  
The Bible tells us, "If we confess our 
sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us 
our sins, and to cleanse us from all un-
righteousness." "Whosoever shall con-
fess that Jesus is the Son of God, God 
dwelleth in him, and he in God" (1 John 
1:9 and 1 John 4:15). 

       How do you know whether or not 
you are saved? God tells us, "He that 
believeth on the Son of God hath the 
witness in himself: he that believeth not 
God hath made Him a liar: because he 
believeth not the record that God gave of 
His Son. And this is the record, that God 
hath given to us eternal life: and he that 
hath not the Son of God hath not life. 
These things have I written unto you that 
believe on the name of the Son of God, 
that ye may know that ye have eternal 
life, and that ye may believe on the name 
of the Son of God" (1 John 5:10-13). 

 If you have asked Jesus to come 
into your heart and life and to save you 
from your sins, you need to take one 
more step. Romans 10:10b says, "...and 
with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation." You need to tell someone 
about your salvation. You need to make 
it known in public. This can be done by 
contacting any pastor of a local inde-
pendent, fundamental Bible-believing 
church.  
 

DON'T TAKE A CHANCE WITH  

YOUR LIFE! ACCEPT GOD'S GIFT  

OF SALVATION RIGHT NOW!  ���� 
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area of human life. 
 Today, there is a resurgence of in-
terest in the Bible and reading the Scrip-
tures in America. A 1990 Gallup poll 
found that 42 percent of Americans view 
the Bible as God's Word, up from 38 
percent in 1978. Asked if they read the 
Bible daily, 17 percent of the people in 
the same survey said they did, versus 12 
percent in 1978. In 1990, 21 percent of 
those polled said they belonged to a Bi-
ble study group, compared with 19 per-
cent in 1978. Although not gigantic shifts, 
these results indicate that interest in the 

Bible in America is on the upswing. ���� 

(Continued from page 2) 

by Doug Shepherd, Missionary to the Azores 
I  know, I know, it is a little early in the 

year to be thinking, let alone writing, 
about football but ever since the baseball 
strike a couple of years ago I have been 
a one sport kind of guy. Perhaps the day 
will come when I will outgrow enjoying 
football but for now as pre-season 
games begins in this month of August I 
start looking forward to a new football 
season. Lest you think we are too far re-
moved from the NFL to really care about 
it all, remember Portsmouth, Ohio once 
had a team in the NFL. They were known 
as the Portsmouth Spartans, you can 
confirm this by checking out the mural on 
the floodwall. To me the quintessential 
football experience is sitting down to lis-
ten to Pat Summerall and John Madden 
give the play by play for the Cowboys 
and the 49ers (I'll have to wait until No-
vember for that moment.) and since the 
advent of Video Tape recorders I don't 
have to let a game interfere with Sunday 
evening service. In fact I much prefer to 
watch a game on tape because you can 
fast-forward over all of those ridiculous 
commercials! 
 So what does all of this have to do 
with anything important. Only this, there 
is an analogy that has often been made 
between football and the church. In a 
football game you have 22 men on the 
field badly in need of rest and you have 
50,000 people badly in need of exercise 
in the stands. The church suffers as well 
from too many spectators and not 
enough players. Experts tell us that in 
the average church 20% of the people do 
90% of the work. So, why not get out of 
the stands and onto the field? If you are 
already in that twenty percent, grab the 
remote and go watch a football game 

2 Timothy 1:6: “Wherefore I put thee 
in remembrance that thou stir up the 
gift of God, which is in thee by the 
putting on of my hands.” 
 

Read: 2 Timothy 1:3-11 

 

I 
n this passage we read of the Apostle's 
exhortation to Timothy to "stir up the 

gift of God." While studying at BJU, I no-
ticed the word that was used for "stir up" 
in the Greek, and the Lord used that 
deeper meaning to encourage me in my 
walk with and service for the Lord. "Stir 
up" is from the Greek word ana-zo-purein, 
which is three words put into one. Ann 
means "again," as in the "Anabaptists," 
who were re-baptized after salvation. Zo 
conveys the idea of "alive" or "life." Purein 
reminds us of the Pyrex dishes that our 
moms would put into the oven, dishes that 
resisted the heat. The word refers to fire. 
When all of these words are put together 
we get the meaning of what Paul was try-
ing to communicate to Timothy: Make the 
fire to live again. It seems almost as 
though Timothy's fire and zeal for the Lord 
had died down and was only smoking em-
bers. This happens to every one of us at 
one time or another. It is natural. 
 When I lived in Arizona, my high 
school pals and I would go camping by the 
Verde River. We would build a nice fire 
and place our sleeping bags around the 
fire and enjoy its light and warmth. We 
would drift off to sleep but inevitably wake 
up freezing around 2 or 3 a.m. The fire 
had died down from neglect, and no one 
wanted to get more wood to start it up 
again. It was too much trouble. We usually 
ended up sleeping the rest of the night in 
my car. 

 Any fire, no matter how bright it might 

be at the moment, will die down if not 

tended. Our fire and zeal for the Lord will 

also die down if our spiritual lives are not 

tended to. How is the fire in your heart to-

day? Have you tended it with prayer and 

meditation in the Word? How quickly our 

fire for the Lord dies down. We burned so 

brightly for the Lord at one time. Nothing 

could stop us. We radiated the warmth 

and love of Christ. Just like the fire in my 

camping experiences, perhaps your fire 

has died down so slowly that you haven't 

realized what was happening. May we 

take to heart Paul's touching reminder to 

Timothy to "make the fire to live again." 

 

via Good News from a Far Country 

published by Gospel Fellowship Association  ���� 
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Football Getting  

“Stirred Up” 

you could use the rest, but I would like to 
speak to the other 80% of you.  
 I would like to give you a quick quiz. 
Circle the yes or no after each question. 
1. Are you sure you are a Christian? 
YES NO. If yes continue on, if no let's 
get together and talk about getting the 
issue of your salvation settled. 2. Do you 
have a spiritual gift? YES NO. If yes pro-
ceed, if no look up and read Ephesians 
4:7 and then proceed. 3. Do you know 
what your gift is? YES NO. If yes pro-
ceed on, if no the best way to discover  
your gift is by taking advantage of every 
ministry opportunity. 4. Are you using 
your gift in the local church? YES NO. If 
yes, congratulations you are on the field 
of play. If no, it is time you got out of the 
stands and marched onto the gridiron. 
Get busy for the Lord, there are plenty of 
opportunities for you to serve, just listen 
to the message next Sunday and you 
will hear a few, just look around at what 
is going on in the ministry here at Cal-
vary and you will discover a few more. 
You will find that being in the game is a 
lot better than remaining a spectator.  
 

Jesse Waggoner  
Pastor, Calvary Baptist Church  

©August, 1997 Calvary Baptist Church   ���� 

by Pastor Jesse Waggoner 
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In Church You 

Find What You 

Look For 

by Dick Hester care of Israel; we think of the Wilder-
ness when God took care of Israel; we 
think of the Conquest when God took 
care of Israel; in their times of even sin-
ning, God took care of Israel. When 
they forsook God, He raised up kings, 
and He took care of Israel. When they 
again sinned against God and went into 
Captivity, God took care of Israel and 
brought them back. Countries opposed 
them, but God took care of Israel, and 
the Temple was rebuilt. When the Ro-
mans opposed them, God took care of 
Israel. He gave His Son! Herod wanted 
Him dead, but God took care of Israel, 
His people, by sending Him to Egypt 
and bringing Him back from Egypt to 
Nazareth after Herod’s death. When they 
rose up against Him and killed Him, God 
took care of His people and His plan 
from the foundation of the world—for 
us! God raised Him from the dead! 
 God took care of Peter and the 
Twelve; God took care of Stephen, Timo-
thy, Titus, Philemon, and great men like 
Augustine, Wesley, Calvin, Luther . . . 
God has taken care of His People 
throughout history, and He takes care  
of us. 
  Let us remember that when low and 
sad and difficult trials and testings come. 
God takes care of His people!  
 

First We Pray!  ���� 

Whose Fault 

Was it? 

Jim Smith went to church on Sunday 
morning. He heard the organist miss a 
note during the prelude, and he winced. 
He saw a teenager talking when every-
body was supposed to "bow in prayer." 
He felt like the usher was watching to 
see what he put in the offering plate and 
it made him boil. He caught the preacher 
making a slip of the tongue five times in 
the sermon by actual count. As he 
slipped out through the side door during 
the closing hymn, he muttered to himself, 
"Never again! What a bunch of clods and 
hypocrites!" 

Ron Jones went to church on Sun-
day morning. He heard the organist play 
an arrangement of "A Mighty Fortress" 
and he thrilled to the majesty of it. He 
heard a young girl take a moment in the 
service to speak her simple moving mes-
sage of the difference her faith makes in 
her life. He was glad to see that his 
church was sharing in a special offering 
for the hungry children of Nigeria. He es-
pecially appreciated the sermon that 
Sunday—it answered a question that had 
bothered him for a long time. He thought, 
as he walked out the doors of the church, 
"How can a man come here and not feel 
the presence of God?" 

Both men went to the same church 
on the same Sunday morning. Each 
found what he was looking for. What will 

you be looking for this Sunday?  ���� 

Right when you need it . . . 
God is there!  

but sent word that he would be there in 
spirit. 
 Verily, when the pitcher got up to 
pitch, he looked around for his teamates, 
but his heart was heavy for many of their 
places were empty. But there was noth-
ing left for him to do but to go ahead and 
pitch. Needless to say, he wasn't his 
best, for he had to serve as pitcher, first 
baseman and third baseman. There 
were loud boos from the stands for the 
home team was beaten so badly. It was 
really a disgrace to the game of baseball. 
 When the absent members of the 
team heard that their team lost, they 
made a decision to get a new preacher 
— I mean pitcher. But who was it that 

really lost the game?  ���� 

B 
ehold a ball game was played. Just 
as the umpire was saying, "Play 

ball," the catcher for the home team ar-
rived and took his place. The center 
fielder didn't arrive until the beginning of 
the second inning. The second baseman 
didn't arrive until the end of the third inn-
ing. The first baseman did not show up at 
all, but sent his regrets saying that he had 
to go to grandma's for chicken dinner. 
 The third baseman said he couldn't 
make it for he had been up late last night 
and he needed his sleep for he had to go 
to work on Monday morning (after all, 
Sunday was the only day he had td rest). 
The left fielder said he wanted to visit an-
other ball game across town — they were 
having an outstanding visiting pitcher.  
 The shortstop forgot his glove. The 
right fielder went away for the weekend, 

I  
am convinced that serving Christ is 
an adventure! The active Christian 

life of serving Christ is not boring; it is 
exciting, and we do not know what is go-
ing to happen, good or difficult. But, God 
will take care of you. Do you remember 
that old gospel song? “Be not dismayed 
whate’er betide1Beneath His wings of 
love abide1Through every day; o’er all 
the way1No matter what the test1Lean, 
weary one, upon His breast1God will 
take care of you.” 
 Each of us has had situations in our 
lives of the adventure of God coming just 
when He was needed, taking us right 
along. I am going to put a poem in this 
Prompter that I am sure most of us know. 
You may be tempted to not read it be-
cause it is so familiar. “Familiarity breeds 
contempt.” Many of you have this some-
where in your home, or you could find it 
in most Cracker Barrel RestaurantsOit’s 
called, “Footprints in the Sand.” Please 
read it again: 
 
 One night I dreamed a dream, as I 
was walking along the beach with my 
Lord. 
 
 Across the dark sky flashed scenes 
from my life. For each scene, I noticed 
two sets of footprints in the sand, one 
belonging to me and one to my Lord. 
 
 After the last scene of my life flashed 
before me, I looked back at the footprints 
in the sand. I noticed that at many times 
along the path of my life, especially at 
the very lowest and saddest times, there 
was only one set of footprints. 
 
 This really troubled me, so I asked the 
Lord about it. “Lord, You said once I de-
cided to follow You, You’d walk with me 
all the way. But I noticed during the sad-
dest and most troublesome times of my 
life, there was only one set of footprints 
in the sand. I don’t understand why, 
when I needed You the most, You would 
leave me.” 
 
 He whispered, “My precious child, I 
love you and will never leave you. During 
your times of trials and suffering, when 
you saw only one set of footprints, it was 
then that I carried you.” 
 
 The poem rings true. At the hardest 
times in my life, God was there, 
through every means, to carry me 
through it. When we study the Bible, we 
think of the Passover when God took 

by Ron Liles 



The Life of Calvary ~ Page 5 

By Vernon R. Harris 

The Black-

berry Caper 
by William Bright 

Pathways of Service 
Part 2 of a 3-Part Series - “THE EQUIPPING OF GOD’S SERVANT” 

GOD must do the rest. And do it He 
will, in His own good time, if He thinks it 

beneficial for us.  ����    
 

A Gallup ooll of a few years ago 
reveals 94 percent of Americans 
believe God exists and 77 percent 
think their chances of getting to 
Heaven are good or excellent. Only 
58 percent believe in Hell and only 
6 percent think their chances of 
going there are good. All of which 
proves very few understand God’s 
plan of salvation! 

T he mere thought of Jesus challeng-
ing us to "deny self, take up our 

cross and follow Me" is enough to intimi-
date the bravest soul were it not for the 
assurance that He never tells Christians 
to do something without adequately en-
abling us to do it. The cross of Jesus 
gives the believing sinner new life, but 
God does not stop there. The Holy Spirit 
enters every Christian empowering us to 
not only accept the call of Matthew 
16:24, but to excel in it. 
 Careful attention, therefore, must be 
directed to the resources offered by the 
Holy Spirit and diligently draw upon 
them. Without these resources, the path-
way of service presents insurmountable 
difficulties. 
 
 1. The first resource is a heart for 
service which gives us a holy desire to 
be all He wants us to be. The Holy Spirit 
is constantly in the process of conforming 
us to the image of Christ (Romans 8:29), 
by reproducing His very character in us. 
Paul refers to this in Galatians 6:22 as 
the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, meekness, and temperance. It is 
these attributes of character that cause 
us to lose our identity and take on the 
Christ-life. Jesus said, "I am the Vine, ye 
are the branches: He that abideth in Me 
and I in him, the same bringeth forth 
much fruit. For without Me, you can do 
nothing" (John 15:5). By adopting the 
character of Christ, we also accept, as 
He did, "the form of a servant". Nothing 
could be more pleasing to God. 
 
 2. The second resource of the Spirit 
is a mind for service. All good intentions 
aside, if we do not possess a thorough 
knowledge of Scripture, we labor under a 

W 
 hen my wife Dot and I moved into 
our present house — after twenty 

years in rented apartments and mobile 
homes — we were not newly-married 
dreamers, but people of middle age. Just 
the same, each of us had plans for this 
place, and I had a special dream: I 
wanted a row of blackberry bushes along 
the back fence, and the satisfaction of 
picking my own berries at some future 
date. And so, very soon after moving in, I 
planted — in a neat row — twelve black-
berry shoots. Five of them promptly died.  
 The seven remaining bushes grew 
normally, so far as I could tell, and I was 
diligent in pulling weeds from their midst 
and pruning them back yearly as the 
experts recommend, and yet, in the first 
four years, I harvested not one berry. 
 Last year things improved some-
what; I grossed a total of one cupful of 
blackberries, pitiful little scrawny things 
that they were. 
 "We're wasting our efforts,” I told Dot 
this past spring, "and this year I'm going 
to ignore those berry bushes; they're big 
enough now to make shade for the dogs, 
and aside from that they are worthless. 
We'll never have a crop from them," and, 
sadly, I washed my hands of those misfit 
bushes. 
 They continued to grow, and by late 
spring my fence was a virtual jungle. 
Some of the bushes were ten feet tall, 
and others had spread out to cover prac-
tically the entire fence. To my amaze-
ment, when I happened to look, I saw 
hundreds of tiny buds; maybe, ! thought, 
I gave up too soon! 
 Now, in late July, I have harvested 
several gallons of ripe blackberries! 
Every two days a new crop is ready, and 
with every picking I see countless red 
ones almost ripe. I have shared this bo-
nanza with my neighbors and friends, 
and still the berries grow. 
 I don't know why they grow so well 
untended, but I suspect that Nature likes 
to be left alone, at times, to do her own 
thing. 
 How many times do we worry about 
things and meddle in cosmic affairs, 
when we are in reality helpless to 
change things one iota? How often does 
life adjust itself, if we simply relax and let 
the Master of creation handle it for us? 
 I believe that in this enigma along 
my back fence I have learned something: 
man can do only so much in chasing 
his dreams or in seeking his goal —

severe handicap. The Bible is a living 
organism (Hebrews 4:12), the primary 
offensive weapon we have in God's ser-
vice: "the sword of the Spirit which is the 
Word of God" (Ephesians 6:17). That 
Word must speak to our own hearts 
through personal and group Bible study 
before we can speak to others. The Holy 
Spirit renders our study profitable by giv-
ing an understanding of that which we 
set our hearts to: "the Holy Ghost shall 
teach you all things and bring all things to 
your remembrance" (John 14:26). And, 
"He will guide you into all truth" (John 
16:13). 
 Not all will become advance Bible 
students, but we must all allow the Word 
of God to motivate us through regular 
attendance in Sunday School and 
preaching services. "Thy Word is a lamp 
unto my feet, and a light unto my 
path" (Psalm 119:105). 
 
 3. The third resource of the Spirit is 
an ability for service. "As every man hath 
received the gift, even minister the same, 
one to another..as of the ability which 
God giveth" (1 Peter 4:10-11). The Spirit 
who indwells believers endows each of 
us with at least one Spiritual gift, and 
probably more — 1 Corinthians 12, Ro-
mans 12, and Ephesians 4. These are 
not physical talents such as musical abil-
ity, although talents should be used for 
the Lord also. Spiritual gifts are Spirit 
given abilities to do the task God sets 
before us. Excluding certain "sign" gifts 
limited to the apostolic age, these are: 
wisdom, knowledge, faith, ministry, 
teaching, exhortation, giving, helps, ad-
ministration, leading, mercy, evangelism, 
and pastor-teacher. 
 These are the fundamental aspects 
of service, and I repeat: they are not 
skills of the flesh but of the Spirit. There 
is much about ministry for Jesus we don't 
fully understand since the Spirit doesn't 
always come out and announce the gift 
He is giving. We, as responsive servants 
of God, need to be sensitive to opportu-
nities for service that come our way, 
even though insignificant in our sight. 
Their importance can only be measured 
by Jesus Himself. 
 God has invested heavily in us. He 
lays claim to our heart, our mind, and our 
body. I can't help but ask the question: Is 
God getting His money's worth from 

us?  ���� 
 
[The conclusion - Part 3 - “The Account-
ability of God’s Servant” will be included 
in next month’s “Life of Calvary” — 
DON’T MISS IT!] 
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The Good  

/ews 

A 
s a college student, I can remember 
working through the classes for the 

semester and doing the hard work of 
studying, working, and praying (a lot of 
praying). However, in the back of my 
mind, I was counting down the days to 
when I would be returning home to be 
with my family. The countdown would 
usually start around 50 days left and go 
from there. It was at home that I really 
wanted to be and so the countdown 
would begin.      
 As I think about that, shouldn’t it be 
the same for the Christian when it 
comes to Heaven? We may not be able 
to know exactly the date in which we will 
be coming home, but we know that it will 
come one day. There is work, studying, 
and praying still to be done, but soon we 
will be going home.        
 Our passage is a very familiar pas-
sage, but still a very important passage 
to study in regards to our home in 
Heaven. Let’s look at John 14:1-6 and 
see some of the promises that were 
made by Lord Jesus Christ to His disci-
ples as He prepares to suffer and die on 
the cross.  

 

1. The Promise of Room.  
 The words the Lord gave to His dis-
ciples were difficult words for Him to give 
because He knew what He would be 
soon facing on the cross. However, 
these words were very precious words, 
in fact, these words are ones used by a 
groom to his future bride as he would go 
to build a room on his father’s house for 
his wife to be. These words must have 
been a comfort for the disciples as they 
would go forth from the death, burial, 
and resurrection of Jesus to preach the 
gospel to the world. They may have re-
membered these words as they were 
being persecuted, imprisoned, and even 
facing their own death in which they 
could find hope and comfort.   
 The Lord provides promises in this 
passage that we, too, can find the same 
hope and comfort the disciples 
found. The first promise is the promise 
that there is room for them. Imagine if I 
returned home from college to find that 
there is no room for me. Traveling the 
350 miles back home and reach the 
door for my dad to say “Sorry, John, 
there is no room for you here at 
home.” That would be devastat-
ing. Jesus tells His disciples and us that 
there is room for you.       
 Throughout the centuries, there 
have probably been millions who have 
accepted Jesus Christ as their personal 

Christ as their own personal Savior. It is 
not a place for those who just lived a 
good, prosperous life. It is not a place for 
church members. It is not a place for 
those who are trusting in anything else 
other than Jesus Christ and His finished 
work on the cross. The cross is where 
Jesus died to pay the payment for your 
sin so that you may have eternal life.  
 John 3:16 states “For God s o loved 
the world, that He gave His only begot-
ten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
Him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life.” It is only through Jesus that 
we can enjoy the home in Heaven. 
 Thomas, in our passage asks an 
important question; “How can we know 
the way?” or how can we come to where 
you are? Notice Jesus’ response; “I AM 
THE WAY, the truth, and the life: NO 
MAN COMETH UNTO THE FATHER, 
BUT BY ME.”  
 Returning home from college, I 
knew that I belonged at home because I 
was born into this family. My friend, it is 
the same with God’s house. It is the eter-
nal dwelling place for those who have 
been born into the family of God. This 
only happens when a person accepts 
Jesus Christ as his personal Savior. 
Have you done that? If so, then these 
promises are for you. If not, then these 
promises do not apply to you, but they 
can. Accept Jesus as your personal Sav-

ior.  ���� 

"All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction 
in righteousness: That the man of 
God may be perfect, throughly fur-
nished unto all good works.”   
— 2 Timothy 3:16,17 
 

T 
he assurance of our salvation rests 
upon the testimony of the Word of 

God. "He that believeth on the Son of 
God hath the witness in himself" (1 John 
5:10], and "But as many as received 
Him, to them gave He power to become 
the children of God, even to them that 
believe on His name" (John 1:12), for 
example.  
 But there are also certain outward 
evidences that attest to the reality of our 
salvation. Some of these are found in 1 
John: they keep God's Word (2:5); they 
walk like Christ (2:6); they do not love 
the world (2:15); they have an unction 
from the Holy One (2:20); they purify 
themselves (3:3); they love the brethren 
(3:14); they love in deed and in truth 
(3:18, 19); their hearts do not condemn 

(Continued on page 7) 

The Promises of Home -  

John 14:1-6 
by John W. Davis Savior. So Heaven must be filled up, 

right? Wrong, there is room for you. If 
time continues for centuries to come, 
there will still be room. Dear Christian, 
rejoice because there is room for you in 
Heaven.           
 A couple of things to note are (1) that 
the room that is available to us is in His 
Father’s house, and (2) it is a place that 
is prepared by Jesus Himself. What a 
special place this is! Jesus our Bride-
groom is preparing a place in His Fa-
ther’s house for His bride, the Church. 
 

2. The Promise of a Reception. 
 The passage also reminds us that 
Jesus will receive us. Notice the words “I 
will come again and receive you unto my-
self” in verse 3. The Lord Jesus Christ 
will receive us. I personally believe that 
this means not only will He come and get 
us, but He welcomes us. I have heard of 
homes in which a son or daughter is no 
longer welcomed into the home of their 
parents. Many times this happens as a 
result of the behavior of the son or 
daughter. The parents have done all that 
they could do, but as a result, their hearts 
are broken and they cannot welcome 
their child back into their home. It is not 
the parent’s fault and it may be the right 
thing to do in order to help their child in 
the long run, but oh how it breaks the 
heart of the parent.  
 I am so thankful that we will be wel-
come in the house of the Father. We do 
not have to fear being rejected at the 
gates of Heaven if we know Jesus as our 
own personal Savior. We will be wel-
comed in. There is much joy in knowing 
that we belong to God and we belong 
with Him. Praise God, we are welcome in 
Heaven. 

 

3. The Promise of a Reunion. 
 The final thing that I will note in this 
passage is the reunion that takes place 
between the Lord Jesus Christ and His 
disciples. Verse three states “Where I 
am, there ye may be also”. He was prom-
ising them that they will be with Him. This 
statement should remind us that the 
grave is not the end for us. We do not 
simply cease to exist when we die. Jesus 
told them, where I am, there you may be 
also. There is life after death. It is my 
prayer for you dear friend that it will be 
eternal life that you will enjoy in Heaven 
and not the eternal damnation of Hell. 
 You see, this place of Heaven is for 
those who have repented of their sins 
and put their faith and trust in Jesus 
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S 
uppose your bank credited your ac-
count each morning with $86,400, 

carried over no balance from day to day, 
and allowed you to keep no cash in your 
account. Then suppose that every eve-
ning the bank canceled out whatever you 
failed to use during the day. 
 All of us have such a bank. Its name 
is time. Every morning it credits us with 
86,400 seconds. Every night it rules off 
as lost whatever time we have failed to 
invest for good during the day. It carries 
over no balance. It allows no overdrafts. 
Each day it opens up a new account. 
Each night it burns the records of the 
day. If you fail to use the day's deposits, 
the loss is yours. 
 There is no going back with time. 
There is no drawing against tomorrow. 
You must live in the present on today's 
deposits. Invest it in order to get from it 
the very best in health, happiness, and 

success.  ���� 

~ Answers on Page 8 ~ 

1. To whom did God say, “Because thou 
hast done this, thou art cursed....”? 
____________________ 
2. Who were the brothers of Cain (be 
sure to name all who are mentioned in 
the Bible)? _________ and __________ 
3. What is the last word of Psalm 23 
(KJV)? ______________ 
4. Zechariah took two staves; one he 
named Bands, but what did he name the 
other one? _______________________ 
5. Approximately how many hours was 
Jesus on the cross? ________________ 
6. When John the Baptist was talking to 
his disciples about his relationship to 
Jesus in John 3, John said that he was 
not the Christ but was sent before him 
and compared himself to what kind of 
person? _________________________ 
7. On what day of creation did God cre-
ate Heaven? ______________________ 
8. Who told Samuel to say “Speak, Lord; 
for thy servant heareth” when he heard a 
voice call his name? ________________ 
9. When Jesus was baptized by John the 
Baptist, the Spirit of God came down in 
the form of what? __________________ 
10. What was the name of the queen 
married to King Ahasuerus before Queen 
Esther? __________________________ 
11. When God first came to speak to Job 
after his trials, God spoke to him out of a 
what? ___________________________ 
12. How many pieces of silver did the 
chief priests pay Judas for betraying the 
Lord Jesus? _____________ 
13. When the 12 spies came back from 

spying on the land of Canaan, they 
brought fruit from the land and told 
Moses “surely it floweth with ....” what 
two things? ___________________ and 
____________________ 
14. When King Belshazzar made a great 
feast and used the golden and silver 
vessels taken out of the temple in Jeru-
salem there came forth fingers as of a 
man’s hand and wrote upon the plaster 
of the wall of the king’s palace. Who was 
the only one able to interpret the mes-
sage that was written? ______________ 
15. Which of the apostles is believed to 
be the author of the book of Romans? 
____________________ 
16. The rains of the great flood lasted for 
40 days and 40 nights, but how long was 
it until the waters finally abated? 
_____________________ 
17. In the book of Psalms, how many 
psalms are there? ___________ 
18. Who was given a reward of 14,000 
sheep, 6,000 camels, 1,000 oxen, and 
1,000 donkeys? ___________________ 
19. What name does Malachi use to rep-
resent he who would come before the 
great day of the Lord? ______________ 
20. In what chapter of Luke may the pas-
sage commonly referred to as the Lord’s 
Prayer found? ________ 
21. Who said, “Though men shall be 
offended because of thee, I will never be 
offended”? _______________________ 
22. According to Jesus in the gospel of 
Matthew, what three factors cause worry 
for those who store up treasures on 
earth? _____________, _____________ 
and _____________________.  

them (3:21); their prayers are answered 
(3:22); and they overcome the world 
(5:4). 
 Yes, we can know we are born of 
God through faith in Christ! The Word of 
God tells us so. In addition, we have the 
outward indications mentioned by John 
that support and demonstrate the reality 
of our possession and profession. That's 
why he concluded his epistle with 1 John 
5:13 "...that ye may know that ye have 

eternal life."  ���� 

(Continued from page 6) 

Just a thought....Just a thought....Just a thought....Just a thought....    

Age-Old Question 

The Good �ews 

T 
here is this age-old question that 
people just don’t seem to under-

stand. God is a God of love, why then 
does He allow bad things to happen to 
good people? This is indeed an age-old 
question for we can go back to the first 
book penned and included in our Bible 
and find this same question. 
  Job was a good man, but God al-
lowed Satan to take his possessions and 
cover him with sore boils. Job’s wife 
comes to him and says, “Dost thou still 
retain thine integrity? curse God, and 
die” (Job 2:9b). Job replies to her in the 
next verse with these words which so 
many people don’t understand even to-
day. Verse 10: “But he said unto her, 
Thou speakest as one of the foolish 
women speaketh. What? shall we re-
ceive good at the hand of God, and shall 
we not receive evil?” If we are baffled by 
the suffering of good people, we can put 
the question before God, argue with Him 
if we must, and struggle with our doubts. 
But let’s not blame Him. 
 Jeremy, a seventeen-year-old teen 
was struggling with this question theolo-
gians have wrestled with for centuries. 
But to him the problem was not aca-
demic, it was real. His mother had to 
have brain surgery and he couldn’t un-
derstand why. Finally, he couldn’t stand 
it any longer and he blurted out, “Why do 
good people suffer, Mom?” 
 She told him, “Suffering is part of 
living in a sin-cursed world, and good 
people suffer like anybody else. That’s 
why I’m glad we have Jesus. If I die, I’ll 
go to a better place, and I’ll long for the 
day when I can see you again.” She then 
said she could understand his frustration, 
but she told him not to put the blame on 
God. 
 God didn’t explain to Job what was 
going on in his life but said that Job 
could trust Him to do what is right (Job 
38-42). God has assured us in His Word 
that Jesus suffered for us, in our behalf. 
He went to the grave but rose from the 
dead, and even now is preparing for us a 
place where we can be with Him and live 
totally free of all suffering and pain. 
 This may not be the answers of the 
age-old question you are looking for, but 
they are answers we need to help us live 
in this sin-cursed world. Why do good 
people suffer? Based on Job’s experi-
ence we can answer that question best 
by saying it is one way God can mold us 
and shape us to be what He wants us to 
be. Just trust God for we know that God 

does everything for our good.  ���� 

Time 

Don’t Leave 

God at Home –

Be sure to go  

to church on  

Sunday while   

vacationing. 
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1. The serpent (Genesis 3:14) 
2. Abel and Seth (Genesis 4:1, 2, 25) 
3. “ever” (Psalm 23:6) 
4. Beauty (Zechariah 11:7) 
5. 6 hours (Mark 15:25, 34-37) 
6. A bridegroom’s friend (John 3:27-29) 
7. The second day (Genesis 1:1-8) 
8. Eli (1 Samuel 3:9) 
9. A dove (John 1:32) 
10. Queen Vashti (Esther 2:17) 
11. Out of a whirlwind (Job 38:1) 

You may be only one person in the 
world, but you may also be the  

world to one person. 
 

Don’t cry because it’s over; smile  
because it happened. 

 

A truly happy person is one who can 
enjoy the scenery on a detour. 

 

Christians should be a PUZZLE to the 
outsider; a TERROR to the devil, and 

a JOY to Him who bought us with 
His precious blood. 

 

It is better to serve God in solitude  
than sin with the multitude. 

12. 30 pieces of silver (Matthew 26:14-15) 
13. Milk and Honey (Numbers 13:27) 
14. Daniel (Daniel 5:1-29) 
15. Paul (Romans 1:1) 
16. 150 days (Genesis 7:24) 
17. 150 
18. Job (Job 42:12) 
19. Elijah (Malachi 4:5) 
20. Luke 11 
21. Simon Peter (Matthew 26:33) 
22. Moths, rust and thieves (Matthew 6:19) 

"It's what you learn after you  
know it all that counts." 

 

Every day is an opportunity to make a  
new happy ending. - Author Unknown 

 

Birthdays are good for you; the  
more you have, the longer you live. 

 

We could learn a lot from crayons:  
some are sharp, some are pretty,  

some are dull, some have weird names, 
and all are different colors, but they all 

exist very nicely in the same box. 

FEEDING OF THE 5000 
 

 

by Tim Arthur 
 

 

WORD LIST 

. 

AFOOT 

ANDREW 

APOSTLE 

AWAY 

BARLEY 

BASKETS 

BLESSED 

BRAKE 

BREAD 

COMPANIES 

COMPASSION 

COUNTRY 

DESERT 

DISCIPLE 

DIVIDED 

FEAST 

FIFTIES 

FILLED 

FISH 

FIVE 

FRAGMENTS 

GAVE 

GRASS 

GREEN 

HEALED 

HEAVEN 

HUNDREDS 

LOAVES 

LOOKED 

MIRACLE 

MOVED 

MULTITUDE 

NUMBER 

PASSED 

PASSOVER 

PEOPLE 

PHILIP 

PLACE 

RANKS 

SEND 

SHEEP 

SHEPHERD 

SHIP 

SICK 

SPENT 

TEACH 

THOUSAND 

TIME 

TWELVE 

VILLAGE 

E A R A N K S R A F I T S T O O F A 

L G I F B T A S E I L O R N D T W F 

E K A R B P E T H V O N I E I S R H 

A D E L O T H W H E O A S P S A C E 

R A N S L O N O E I K S T S G E R A 

D S T E U I E A S R E O S M R F D D 

E L T S S P V S E L D T E A C H I E 

E I A E L D A R B M U N P O P V A N 

F N S A K P E O I S T P A I I B L S 

D S C O M S H R H S I F E D L S H E 

D E V O M S A I D E T C E O H I G E 

P I C A U C E B A N L D K E P R H L 

L T N Y L N A P U D U B P E E L O P 

E F A E M I T M A G M H V E O A E I 

F I L L E D B R A S E I N A P M O C 

C F I R L E Y V Y R S F V P E E H S 

I S S A R G E Y D A D E L A E H E I 

R E H B E V L E W T S I D Y A W A D 
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