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and see" religion, it invites its potential con-
verts and its skeptics to scrutinize its abun-
dant evidence. History is replete with exam-
ples of atheists, agnostics, and cynics who 
were intent on "exposing" Christianity, only 
to become its most ardent adherents. 
 However, not all who are brought to 
Christ are brought with the best of inten-
tions. John 8 records for us an example of a 
woman taken in the very act of adultery and 
brought to Jesus. This woman was brought 
by the "religious" leaders of the day, whose 
only motive was to embarrass the Messiah. 
The conduct of these religionists could have 
provided a permanent obstacle for this 
woman's ability to believe in Christ. Our 
Lord, however, in His infinite wisdom, 
turned a negative into a positive, and for-
gave her of her sins. 
 The object of our faith is Jesus. An 
obstacle to our faith may sometimes be 
"religion" (this was also true with the woman 

(Continued on page 2) 

I 
 fell down yesterday. I was not hurt (just 
my pride); nobody saw me and I am 

glad. I was putting something that I had 
used back into a closet and tripped coming 
out. One of my favorite Bible verses is 
Psalm 37:23, “The steps of a good man 
are ordered by the Lord, and he delighteth 
in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be 
utterly cast down; for the Lord upholdeth 
him with His hand.” Or, James 3:2, “For in 
many things we offend [stumble] all.” 
 Consider the Christian journey. There 
are many things on our path, uneven 
places and obstacles—lots of obstacles—
that may cause us to stumble as we walk 
along. Although we usually are able to stay 
upright, we occasionally have fallen down 
like I did yesterday, having tripped over an 
object. I did not stay down long in a fallen 
position; I chose to get up, see if I was 
injured, then got on with my other obliga-
tions. But before I moved on, I looked to 
find out what made me fall. That’s a good 
lesson for the Christian life, also. 
 Have you ever fallen down? Of course 

you have. You did so a lot when you were 
learning to walk—just ask your parents. 
You’ve also fallen a few times after being 
full-grown as I did yesterday, and it was 
probably embarrassing. Some of us will 
remember the TV advertisement in the 
eighties with the memorable line, “Help, I’ve 
fallen and I can’t get up!” (I think I saw that 
somewhere recently.) We’ve also fallen 
spiritually—ALL of us—again, James 3:2, 
“We all stumble in many ways.” Sometimes 
we fall “big time”, but more commonly in the 
small things. Growing Christians recognize 
spiritual bruises from falls. Maturing Chris-
tians have a testimony of overcoming falls. 
 Our Psalm 37:23 verse has a wonderful 
promise. This passage acknowledges that 
the “good man” will fall, but it gives us two 
great assurances. One, “He shall not be 
utterly cast down.” Thank God for this prom-
ise! We have no excuse for staying down 
after we fall. The promise is that “we will not 
be utterly (completely, totally, entirely, 
wholly, altogether) cast down.” Secondly, 
“For the Lord upholds him with His hand.” 
Cling to this truth and cling to His hand to-
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Come and See 

C 
hristianity is the only "religion" that 
boasts a risen Saviour. The founders 

of all the cults and "isms" are still in their 
graves. The object of our faith is a Person, 
the living Lord Jesus Christ. John the Bap-
tist identified this Person as "the Lamb of 
God which taketh away the sin of the 
world." One of the two disciples who hear 
him was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother. 
Andrew's message to Peter was, "We have 
found the Messiah ... and he brought him 
to Christ." 
 While in Galilee, Jesus extended an 
invitation to Philip, who, in turn, found Na-
thaniel, and said unto him, "We have found 
Him of whom Moses in the law, and the 
prophets did write, Jesus of Nazareth." 
Philip's enthusiasm was met with skepti-
cism, to say the least. Nathaniel's re-
sponse is summarized by the following 
question, "Can there any good thing come 
out of Nazareth?" Philip's simple reply was, 
"Come and see." Christianity is a "come 
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The lovely Easter story 
Is a specially joyous one 
For God so loved the world 
He gave to us His Son. 
 

What greater gift could He bestow 
What richer blessing give 
Than His promise that in Christ 
Our souls will always live. 
 

As you turn to Him in prayer 
Now Easter’s here once more 
May He be moved to grant those 
Things you may be asking for. 
 

This is the day the Lord has made 
And each hour will be blessed 
If you just ask Him for the strength 
To do your very best. 
 

Whatever path you follow  
He’ll be walking by your side 
To be your source of comfort, 
Your friend and constant guide. 
 

The Lord is understanding 
His mercy will not fail, 
His love for you is infinite, 
His wisdom will prevail. 
 

Remember this each morning 
And you’ll not be afraid 
To face with growing confidence 
The day the Lord has made. 

- Author Unknown 

 
THIS MONTH’S VERSE: 

“For I delivered unto you first 
of all that which I also re-
ceived, how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the 
scriptures; And that he was 
buried, and that he rose again 
the third day according to the 
scriptures:” 1 Cor. 15:3-4 
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to come to him ... for Christ's death on the 
cross has made peace with God for all by 
his blood (see Colossians 1:20). 
 The death of Jesus Christ on the 
cross is of personal and far reaching sig-
nificance to you. As Paul stated simply: 
"who loved me, and gave himself for 
me" (Galatians 2:20). 
 It is true that the cross still symbol-
izes punishment—but the Christian grate-
fully recognizes that Jesus Christ endured 
there the penalty which we deserved. He 
took our place. 

(Continued on page 3) 

at the well in John 4:20-24). But we must 
always be prepared for the opportunity 
for faith. The woman central to the story 
in Luke 7:36-50 must be given credit for 
her astute observation as regards our 
Lord's itinerary. This woman, "which was 
a sinner, when she knew Jesus sat at 
meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an 
alabaster box of ointment." The remain-
der of the narrative is a contrast between 
this "sinner" and the Pharisee as regards 
proper hospitality. Seizing the moment, 
this woman took advantage of an oppor-
tunity to manifest her faith, eliciting a 
declaration from Jesus that "thy faith 
hath saved thee: go in peace." 
 This leads us to the outcome of 
faith. Peter was brought to Christ and 
became a disciple. An adulteress was 
brought to Christ and was forgiven. A 
"sinner" took advantage of an opportu-
nity to minister unto Christ and was 
saved (yes, saved is a Biblical word). 
 The outcomes are positive. People 
are brought to Christ by human instru-
ments such as Andrew, Philip, and yes, 
even Pharisees. But the Bible has much 
to say about the Divine instrumentality of 
being brought to God. Jesus said, "other 
sheep I have which are not of this fold: 
them also I must bring ... and there shall 
be one fold, and one Shepherd." The 
means of accomplishing this is through 
the Shepherd's death, burial, and resur-
rection. Jesus said, "I am the Good 
Shepherd: the Good Shepherd giveth 
His life for the sheep." Peter, one of 
those first converts puts it this way, "For 
Christ also hath once suffered for sins, 
the just for the unjust, that He might 
bring us to God, being put to death in the 
flesh, but quickened by the Spirit." 
 The suffering of which Peter speaks 
is also credited with "bringing many sons 
unto glory" by the Captain of our salva-
tion (Hebrews 2:10). 
 The writer of Ephesians likens the 
unbeliever's condition to that of an alien, 
having no rights to the things of God. 
Allow Paul to summarize the malady. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Come and See 

day, believing friend. The unchanging, 
immutable God continues to uphold His 
children. What an assuring promise for 
today and for always. 
 Have you ever goofed up, messed 
up, or even blown it big time? Maybe you 
are in the process of trying to stand 
again after you’ve fallen. Call on the 
MIGHTY GOD of the universe. As you 
take hold of the Lord’s righteous right 
hand, He will pick you up. God is our 
Guide. In ourselves, we are clumsy, 
weak, and nearsighted, but our GREAT 
SHEPHERD leads us through dangers, 
toils, and snares to the high places. 
Again, we can find ourselves in fallen, 
foolish positions, helpless to bounce right 
back up. These are the times God can 
use the assistance of others to help us 
walk upright again. The Lord can and will 
lift us up again. Our hope is in the Lord 
as we walk the potholed terrain of this 
life. 
 He will do it! Be encouraged today!  
  

 First We Pray!  ���� 

(Continued from page 1) 

with the coming of Christ, God Himself 
has visited earth. He added that Christ 
had "humbled himself even further, going 
so far as actually to die a criminal's 
death on a cross" (Philippians 2:8). 
        The Bible candidly describes the 
grim details of that shameful death which 
Jesus endured, but it invites us to look 
beyond the event to see its meaning in 
this way: It was through what his Son did 
that God cleared the path for everything 

The Cross-Road 

to Life 

The Steps of a 

Good Man 

Author unknown 

W 
hat images come to your mind 
when you think of an electric chair, 

the gallows, or a guillotine? Certainly 
there is no idea of mercy or forgiveness! 
 Another instrument of punishment, 
awful cruelty, and death, 
however, has become the 
universal symbol of mercy 
and life. The cross is re-
spected around the world 
as the insignia of abiding 
peace and reconciliation. 
That identification of a 
feared Roman instrument 
of execution as the symbol 
of compassion and pardon is no accident. 
 Crucifixion was a cruel death that 
brought shame for its victim and struck 
fear in the hearts of those who witnessed 
it. The very instrument involved in that 
inhuman punishment now brings to our 
minds thoughts of love and acceptance. 
 The cross symbolizes all those desir-
able things because of the One with 
whom crucifixion has become identified 
—Jesus Christ. A few years after Christ 
had died on a Roman cross, the Apostle 
Paul wrote to remind Christians of the 
earth-shaking, life-changing news that, 

"Wherefore remember, that ye being in 
time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are 
called Uncircumcision by that which is 
called the Circumcision in the flesh made 
by hands; That at that time ye were with-
out Christ, being aliens form the com-
monwealth of Israel, and strangers from 
the covenants of promise, having no 
hope, and without God in the world: But 
now, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes 
were far off are made nigh by the blood 
of Christ" (Hebrews 2:11-13). The blood 
is a reference to the Gospel which is 
summarized in I Corinthians 15:3,4. "For 
I delivered unto you first of all that which 
I also received, how that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures; And 
that He was buried, and that He rose 
again the third day according to the 
Scriptures." 
 John introduced Jesus as "the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world." To accomplish this, a death had 
to occur. The Gospel declares this death. 
"Him being delivered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye 
have taken, and by wicked hands have 
crucified and slain" (Acts 2:23,24). Jesus 
rose from the dead. The Biblical evi-
dence is abundant. At the outset of our 
Lords' public ministry Philip said to Na-
thaniel, "Come and see." After our Lord's 
death, burial, and resurrection, the mes-
sage of the angel to the women was like-
wise, "He is not here: for He is risen, as 
He said. Come and see the place where 
the Lord lay." 
 Simeon said, "Mine eyes have seen 
thy salvation." The Psalmist said, "O 
taste and see that the Lord is good: 
blessed is the man that trusteth in Him." 
At this blessed time of the year when all 
of Christianity focuses on the resurrec-
tion of its Saviour, exercise your freedom 
and go to the church of your choice and 
examine the claims made by those who 
have placed their faith in Him. Come and 
see! 

- Dr. Manfred Langer is the Assistant to the 
President and a Professor at Tri-State  

Bible College, South Point, OHio  ���� 
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the churches today. Faithfulness was 
gone. 
 Second, the church had lost it’s 
spiritual values. They boasted that they 
were rich, but God said they were 
poor. Just like today’s churches they 
thought they were being spiritual but 
they were not following God’s values. 
They were “playing church” and doing 
what they wanted to do instead of be-
ing faithful to God’s Word and His doc-
trines. 
 Lastly, they had lost sight of real-
ity. They no longer could see them-
selves as they really were. They were 
not growing in the Lord and were  
proud of their own accomplishments. 
They were so wrapped up in building 
their own church that they had lost 
sight of what God wanted them to do: 
reach the lost and dying world.  
 According to verse 20, the Lord 
was on the outside of the church, 
knocking and crying out to let Him in. 
He is still waiting to come in and to 
fellowship with the churches today. He 
is waiting for repentance of anyone 
who opens the door and invites Him in. 
 What’s the matter with Mrs. Craig? 
Why has she been so faithful over the 
years? The answer is easy. There is 
nothing wrong with Mrs. Craig. In fact, 
she is being a good example for all 
Christians to follow.  
 Ask yourself, ‘Why do I attend 
Sunday school and Church services? 
Am I doing this for God and putting 
Him first in my life or am I just playing 
church?’ If you are not being faithful to 
God, why not? If you aren’t attending 
church to worship God and to learn 
more about Him, why are you going? If 
you go for any other reason than that, 
you are going for the wrong reason. 
 Let us strive to be more like Mrs. 
Craig and be on fire for the Lord in-
stead of being lukewarm. After all, 2 
Corinthians 5:10-11 says “For we must 
all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to 
that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad. Knowing therefore the terror of 
the Lord, we persuade men”. I firmly 
believe that if we were more aware of 
having to stand before Christ at His 
judgment seat and having to give ac-
count of all the things we do and say 
that we would be more faithful and true 
to Him at all times. 
 We have the opportunity to wor-
ship God and to hear His Word taught 

T 
he following appeared in the 
Nashville Banner many years ago: 

Mrs. Ella Craig, age 81, hasn’t missed 
Sunday school or Church service in 
1,040 Sundays ... a perfect record for 
20 years. 
1. Doesn’t Mrs. Craig ever have com-
pany on Sunday to keep her away from 
Sunday school and Church? 
2. Doesn’t she ever go anywhere on 
Saturday night and get up tired on Sun-
day mornings? 
3. Doesn’t she ever have headaches, 
colds, nervous spells, tired feelings, 
poor breakfast, sudden calls out of 
town, business trips, Sunday picnics or 
trouble of any kind? 
4. Doesn’t she have any friends at all 
— friends who invite her to a weekend 
trip to the shore, lake or mountains? Or 
doesn’t she ever take a personal vaca-
tion? 
5. Doesn’t she ever feel like staying 
home because she got her feelings 
hurt by somebody at the church? 
6. Doesn’t she ever sleep late on Sun-
day mornings? 
7. Doesn’t she ever get mad at the 
preacher, or hear a sermon which she 
doesn’t like, or have a problem with her 
Sunday school teacher or someone 
else? 
8. Doesn’t it ever rain, or snow, or get 
too hot on Sundays where Mrs. Craig 
lives? 
9. Does she always have things done 
her way? 
10. Doesn’t she have a radio or televi-
sion so she can get some of those 
“great sermons” by the big-time 
preachers of the day? 
 What’s wrong with Mrs. Craig? 
Maybe some of us had better ask 
‘What’s wrong with me?’ Everybody 
can be faithful to Sunday school and 
church services if they want to. Some 
day God is going to ask you about 
YOUR faithfulness and service in HIS 
church! 
 In Revelation 3:14-22, John was 
told to write to the church of Laodicea. 
Many have thought this church relates 
most closely to the churches of today. 
God revealed three areas of need in 
this church and thus in the churches of 
today. 
 First, the church had lost it’s 
strength and vitality. They were no 
longer “fervent in spirit; serving the 
Lord” (Romans 12:11). God tells them 
they are lukewarm and “I will spue thee 
out of my mouth” (v.16). This church 
was complacent, comfortable, self-
satisfied and secure, as are many of 

 You can become a member of God's 
family at this moment if you honestly pray 
to God and admit that you 
have sinned against him and 
recognize that Jesus died a 
cruel death on the cross to 
save you from your sins.  
 The Bible states that we 
“all have sinned and come 
short of the glory of 
God” (Romans 3:23). It also says in Ro-
mans 6:23 that “the wages of sin is 
death” or eternal separation from God in 
that awful place of punishment called 
Hell. That verse goes on to say “but the 
gift of God is eternal life through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.” As with any gift it is 
available for the one who will reach out 
and take hold of it. It requires an action 
on your part. If you do nothing the gift is 
still there, but it isn’t yours. You reach out 
and accept that gift by your prayer to 
God, asking forgiveness and repenting of 
your sins; claiming your Gift of a Savior, 
Jesus Christ. Pray and ask Him to come 
into your heart and life and save you 
now.  
 The Bible says it this way in Romans 
10:9, 10, 13: “That if thou shalt confess 
with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be 
saved. For with the heart man believeth 
unto righteousness, and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation.... For 
whosoever shall call upon the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.” 
 You will then sense why a dread in-
strument of cruelty symbolizes love, 
mercy, pardon, and the way to peace 
with God. For you, the cross is then the 

evidence of God's acquittal. ���� 

(Continued from page 2) 

 

Author unknown 

What’s the Matter with Mrs. Craig? 

to us every Sunday. We also have the 
opportunity to serve Him in various 
ways in His Church. May we be faithful 
and true to our Lord and Savior and do 
what is right. “He that hath an ear, let 
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the 

churches” (v.22) and unto you. ����  

The Cross-Road 

to Life 
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God’s Simple Plan 
of Salvation 

 [NOTE: All scripture is from the 
King James Version.] 

 
 1. Everyone is a sinner: "As it is writ-
ten, There is none righteous, no, not 
one:" - Romans 3:10; "For all have 
sinned and come short of the glory of 
God..." Romans 3:23. 
 2. You are responsible for your sin and 
it must be paid for; God says that the 
cost of sin is death: "Wherefore, as by 
one man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin; and so death passed upon 
all men, for that all have sinned:" - Ro-
mans 5:12; "For the wages of sin is 
death but the gift of God is eternal life..." 
Romans 6:23. 
 3. Jesus Christ paid the penalty for our 
sins: "But God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet 
sinners, Christ died for us." - Romans 
5:8; "For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whoso-
ever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life. For God sent 
not his Son into the world to condemn 
the world; but that the world through him 
might be saved." - John 3:16-17. 
 4. What we must do to be saved from 
this penalty of death: "That if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, thou shalt 
be saved. For with the heart man believ-
eth unto righteousness; and with the 
mouth confession is made unto salva-
tion. For the scripture saith, Whosoever 
believeth on him shall not be ashamed. 
For there is no difference between the 
Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord 
over all is rich unto all that call upon him. 
For Whosoever shall call upon the name 
of the Lord shall be saved."-Romans 
10:9-13. 
 5. We can know we are on our way to 
Heaven: "He that believeth on the Son of 
God hath the witness in himself: he that 
believeth not God hath made him a liar; 
because he believeth not the record that 
God gave of his Son. These things have 
I written unto you that believe on the 
name of the Son of God; that ye may 
know that ye have eternal life, and that 
ye may believe on the name of the Son 
of God." - 1 John 5:10, 13. 
 DON'T PUT IT OFF: “Behold, now is 
the accepted time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation.” - 2 Corinthians 6:2. 
“For what is your life? It is even a va-
pour, that appeareth for a little time, and 

then vanisheth away." - James 4:14   ���� 

by Alfred Tennyson Vaughn 

Did the Soldier Cry? 

 As they walked from scene to scene 
 Where our Saviour lived and died, 
They saw where He was nailed to the cross. 
 A little girl asked, “Did he cry?” 
 
We thought she asked about Jesus, 
 But, said she, “When he went to bed, 
(That soldier who drove the nails) 
 Was his pillow wet where he laid his head?” 
 
With the eyes of an innocent child, 
 And with heart pure and clean, 
She saw what many saw not, 
 The heart of the soldier seen. 
 
Do we like the soldier there, 
 With smile and calloused heart, 
Drive nails in Jesus’ hands and feet, 
 By deeds we do, and words so tart? 
 
Only to find, when retiring to rest, 
 The stings of regret, and heavy heart; 
And wish, somehow, our hearts to cleanse, 
 To be born anew, and a new life to start? 
 
Oh, friend, the world is washed in tears, 
 And many a heart is burdened with care; 
Many cry with grief for ones they’ve hurt; 
 Many cry because of burdens they bear. 
 
Turn your life over to Jesus, 
 He died there for me and you; 
Father, forgive them, He prayed; 

 They know not what they do.  ���� 

Two thieves were hanging very near our Lord the day He died.  

 Each one could see the cruel spear pierce through Christ’s bleeding side.  

Each heard the prayer He whispered low as darkness dimmed the view:  

 “Forgive them, Father, for they know not what they really do.” 

  

Amid the clan of shield and sword and boisterous cheers that day,  

 One thief looked upon the Lord and men could hear him say,  

“If thou were He, God’s only Son, the angels would be near;  

 But you are helpless, there are none to take You down from there.” 

  

But when the other thief did see the Lord upon the tree,  

 He breathed the words, remembered yet, “Dear Lord, remember me.  

Remember me when you shall come into your kingdom fair.” 

 “My blood,” said Christ, “has cleansed your sin, today shall you be there.” 

 

Great was the faith that thief displayed upon the cross that day, 

 He saw no mark on Christ that said He was the Life — the Way. 

And yet, that thief in faith believed, and in his dying hour 

 He showed for all eternity that faith, not works, has saving power.  ���� 

The Thief Upon the Cross 
by Donald Walker 
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Spoken Words at the Cross (The Gospels) 
the Son of God." These words are very 
pointed at the Lord. They were challeng-
ing His power and His relationship with 
the Father. 
 These men were truly demonstrating 
that they had more power and authority 
than that of the Son of God. Jesus was 
on the cross that they condemned Him to 
be on and as a result, they refused to 
believe that He was God's Son. 
 I have often said that the words spo-
ken by these men were the very words of 
Satan in an attempt to stop the redeem-
ing work of the cross and death of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. Imagine if Jesus were 
to have stopped everything to come off of 
the cross. We would be lost in our sins 
today. The men said that they would be-
lieve if He came off of the cross, but they 
needed to believe because He was on 
the cross because of their sin. 
 Today, we find people (even 
"Christians") doubting whether or not 
Jesus was God's Son. I find it amazing 
that these men we see at the cross knew 
that Jesus claimed to be the Son of God 
by the words spoken here. Today people 
are trying over and over to remove the 
deity of Christ from Him, but one day 
every knee will bow and every tongue will 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. 
 Also, we find people doubting the 
power of the Lord Jesus Christ and in 
fact, God. They try to explain miracles 
away by "scientific intelligence" including 
the amazing miracle of creation. These 
attempts to destroy the Lord Jesus Christ 
have been going on for almost two mil-
lenniums. The truth is that Jesus is the 
Son of God and He is God and has the 
power of God. 
 
2. The Passer-bys, Soldiers, Thief
(Luke 23:35-39) 
 The second group of people that 
spoke near the cross was the "passer-
bys" and the soldiers. Their words were 
"Ah, thou that destroyeth the temple, and 
buildest it in three days, save thyself, and 
come down from the cross" (Mark 15:29-
30). There were people who were pass-
ing by the cross entering or exiting the 
city of Jerusalem. The crosses were usu-
ally placed by highly trafficked areas for 
the added shame and added fear it 
would cause. 
 The passage reveals to us that 
these passer-bys knew the words of Je-
sus that were spoken. It is true that Je-
sus said that if the temple was destroyed 
He would raise it up in three days, but 
the error comes in the people's under-
standing of what He meant. Jesus was 

by John W. Davis 

T 
his month of course includes Easter 
Sunday on which we remember the 

death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. We are reminded of the time in 
which Jesus would suffer and die for 
sinners. We are reminded of the love 
that God has for us. We are reminded of 
the price of sin that Jesus was willing to 
pay. 
 Several things happened once Je-
sus was crucified on the cross. As we 
read the gospel accounts of the crucifix-
ion it seems like chaos around the cross 
with so much happening. There were 
soldiers gambling for the robe of Jesus; 
the thieves who also were crucified railed 
on Him; ladies, including Mary, were 
weeping; the religious and the ones 
passing by were mocking Him; and the 
Lord was crying out. 
 The crucifixion of the Romans was 
intended to produce great shame for the 
one crucified and great fear for those 
who witnessed it. It was a torturous pun-
ishment in which the one crucified would 
endure pain for several days eventually 
suffocating to his death. It is said that it 
would not be rare to have as many as 20 
crosses lined up the road with people 
crucified. Of course, according to the 
Scripture on the day in which Jesus died 
there were just three crosses. 
 While Jesus was on the cross He 
spoke seven different times that were 
included in the pages of Scripture. In this 
article, I would like to focus upon the 
words spoken around the cross and what 
they reveal to us. 
 
1. The Chief Priests, Scribes, Elders 
(Matthew 27:41-44) 
 I find it interesting to find the chief 
priests, scribes, and elders at the cross. 
On one hand, they view the cross 
proudly as a trophy because they have 
succeeded in getting rid of One who 
challenged their "religion" and their hypo-
critical lifestyle. On the other hand, one 
would think that they would fear the fol-
lowers of Jesus because they feared 
them other times when they had the op-
portunity to take Jesus by force. This 
brings me to a thought. Where were all 
of the followers of Jesus? Those who 
welcomed Him with palm branches, 
those who were healed by Him? Sad 
isn't it. 
 The words that were spoken by 
these religious men were "He saved oth-
ers; himself He cannot save. If he be the 
King of Israel, let him now come down 
from the cross, and we will believe him. 
He trusted in God; let him deliver him 
now, if he will have him: for he said, I am 

using the term "temple" to mean His 
body. He was truly predicting that He 
was going to die and rise again in three 
days, which He did. 
 Today, we find many "religious" peo-
ple using a lot of Scripture in ways that it 
was not intended to be used. Verses are 
pulled from passages that describe them 
in totally different ways, and used as 
proof that support things contrary to the 
rest of Scripture. We see this done in our 
passage. The people used the words of 
Jesus, but out of context. Paul warned 
Timothy to "Study to show thyself ap-
proved unto God, a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly divid-
ing the word  of truth" (2 Timothy 2:15). 
The last portion reminds us that we are 
to use the "word of truth" (Bible) rightly. 
We just cannot manufacture what we 
want from the Bible by pulling out one 
verse or another. 
 The words used as well were "save 
thyself". Jesus did not need saving, man-
kind did. Jesus was not on the cross for 
His own crimes, but for our sin. The only 
way that man could be redeemed, is if 
the price was paid. Jesus paid it all. 
 
3. The Thief (Luke 23:40-42), The Cen-
turion and Friends (Matthew 27:54) 
 The third statement around the cross 
came from a thief that was being cruci-
fied with Jesus. He said to the other thief 
"Dost thou not fear God, seeing thou art 
in the same condemnation? And we in-
deed justly, for we receive the due re-
ward of our deeds: but this man hath 
done nothing amiss.” And to the Lord, 
"Lord remember me when thou comest 
into thy kingdom." 
 What we find here are words of faith. 
The thief at first was railing on Jesus, but 
now he realizes that Jesus was innocent 
of the condemnation of the cross. He 
also recognizes Jesus as Lord. The thief 
knew why he himself was on the cross 
and it was because of the deeds he had 
done, but something was different about 
Jesus. He was not on the cross for His 
crimes. What changed his mind? I per-
sonally believe it was the very presence 
of the Lord. 
 Each thief had the opportunity to see 
Jesus. One rejected Him, and the other 
believed in Him. Jesus would reply to the 
thief’s request by assuring him that he 
would be with Jesus in paradise. Only 
faith saves. 
 For the centurion, he had seen all 
that had taken place that day. He may 
have even heard the words of the thief. 
After Jesus died an earthquake took 
place and other things that caused him 

(Continued on page 6) 
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Spoken Words at 

the Cross 

W 
alking for your health’s sake is the 
“in” thing in today’s world. This 

type of exercise is found to do so much 
for your physical body as well as en-
hance your spiritual strength. It will cause 
you to feel better, think better and actu-
ally it is exhilarating and refreshing to 
your whole being. 
 Each year we see so many people 
walking around the lake. It is about 2.6 
miles around this beautiful ice-blue lake, 
whose edges are surrounded by tall pine 
trees and rock formations. We see cou-
ples holding hands, walking together — 
both young and old. Then some young 
person doing a “brisk walk” passes one 
of these couples, and with a smile and a 
hello, is off and out of sight. At times my 
husband and I have taken this walk with 
our friends, and how refreshed we feel 
when we’ve done something good for our 
body and soul. 
 There are times when I just take a 
walk with my special friend, Jesus. I call 
it a “prayer walk” because it is a good 
way to open up to God. It’s like a secret 
meeting between two friends, walking 
and talking together. It has been amazing 
to me how, all of a sudden, I’m really 
conscious of the beautiful blue sky and 
the rustling of the pines, and I look up 
into the face of God. If you’ve never 
taken a prayer walk, I urge you to do so. 
 Try to look all around you with fresh 
vision, and you’ll see things you’ve never 
seen before. Be aware that God is in all 
things. As you walk, breathe deeply and 
allow the Holy Spirit of God to fill you with 
His presence. If you are in need of wis-
dom or guidance ask the Lord for it. 
Psalm 25:4 says, “Show me thy ways. O 
LORD; teach me thy paths.” I expect to 
find something special each time I take 
my walk with Jesus. People who love 
each other often give each other love 
gifts, so, I go out expecting to receive a 
word, a thought — something that will 
bring me closer to my Heavenly Father. 
Each time, there is a special blessing, as 
something catches my eye and reminds 
me of God’s greatness or His kindness to 
me. 
 Sometimes, just a pretty stone on 
the path tells me, I can trust Jesus! He is 
my cornerstone, and because of Him, I 
am kept eternally safe and secure. You 
may be depressed over some tragedy in 
your life. That is the time to take a prayer 
walk. Talk to your Heavenly Father — He 

N 
ikolaus Zinzendorf was a child of 
German nobility born in Dresden in 

1700. When he was a young man he en-
tered a public hall and saw a large paint-
ing of the crucifixion. On the bottom of 
the painting were the words: "This I have 
done for you. What have you done for 
me?" 
 Zinzendorf was so deeply moved by 
the words that he never forgot them. He 

said, "From this time I had but one pas-
sion, and that was He, only He." 
 He dedicated his life to the cause of 
Christ and eventually became a bishop 
of the Moravian church. His zealous reli-
gious activities resulted in his exile from 
Saxony. But that didn't stop him. He trav-
eled the continent proclaiming the Chris-
tian message. His strong faith and spiri-
tual depth had a great influence on the 
19th century Protestant theology and on 
John Wesley, the founder of Methodism. 
Later, Zinzendorf helped establish the 
Moravian movement in America. 
 All of this was Zinzendorf's answer 
to the question on the painting, "What 

have you done for me?"  ���� 

by Virginia Killman 

understands, and loves you so much. 
You’ll find you walked right through that 
depression and into His presence.  
 For those who for some reason are 
not able to walk around a beautiful lake 
or a lovely city park, Jesus invites you 
also to walk with Him through His Word, 
the Bible. Many precious promises are 
there for you to gather as His love gift to 

you. ���� 

Ginny’s Gems-- 

Walking 
The Influence of 

the Crucified 

Christ 

and others to say "Truly, this was the Son 
of God" (Matthew 27:54b). It is amazing 
that they realized that Jesus was the Son 
of God only after the experiences after 
He had died. There are still those looking 
for proof or signs that Jesus is the Son of 
God. I am afraid they will see it too late. 
 Today, we find people trying to re-
place faith with works in order to be 
saved. There is one word they overlook 
in Scripture and it is the word “believe”. 
That brings us to faith. Just read Romans 
10:9, John 3:16 and 1 Thessalonians 
4:14 and you will see what I mean. 
 Friend, all of these people had the 
same opportunity to see Jesus on the 
cross. Many rejected Jesus as the Son of 
God, but some believed in Him. Today, 
you have the same opportunity to reject 
Him or believe in Him as Lord and Savior. 

What is your response? ���� 

(Continued from page 5) 

This I have done for you.This I have done for you.This I have done for you.This I have done for you.    
What have you done for me?What have you done for me?What have you done for me?What have you done for me?    
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power of the cross and empty tomb, in-
tone enthusiasm at departure time. 
Michelangelo expectantly wrote, “I die in 
the faith of Jesus Christ and in the firm 
hope of a better life.” 

What will your last words be? Will 
you die unprepared? Presbyterian John 
Knox challenged: “Live in Christ and the 
flesh need not fear death.” “Jesus said 
unto her, I am the resurrection, and the 
life: he that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live:” (John 
11:25). There are no substitutes. So be-
lieve now, and be joyfully resurrected! 

— via Pulpit Helps  ���� 

by Ted Kyle 

~ Answers on Page 8 ~ 

1. What direction was the land of Nod 

from the Garden of Eden? ___________ 

2. What is the first poetical book in the 

Old Testament? ___________________ 

3. Which book contains the first mention 

of coins in the Bible? _______________ 

4. What did Jesus write on the only time 

the Bible mentions Him writing? 

__________________________ 

5. What did God tell Noah was the “life” 

of flesh? _________________________ 

6. According to Jesus, all trees which do 

not produce good fruit will be thrown into 

what? ___________________________ 

7. What was the first city Paul and 

Barnabas visited and preached while on 
their first missionary journey? 

_________ _______________________ 

8. Which of the following cities was lo-

cated the farthest away from Jerusalem 

— Antioch, Corinth, Damascus or Ephe-

sus? ____________________________ 

9. What New Testament author wrote the 

following: “But God commendeth his love 

toward us, in that, while we were yet 

sinners, Christ died for us”? __________ 

10. In what city was the apostle Paul 

born? ___________________________ 

11. How many days was it dark during 

the plague of darkness over the land of 

Egypt? __________ 

12. What ate all the grass, leaves and 

fruit in one of the plagues upon Egypt? 

_______________________ 

13. How old was Joseph when Pharaoh 

made him ruler of Egypt? ____________ 

14. Who introduced Baal-worship to the 

Israelites? ________________________ 

15. What number appears most fre-

quently in the book of Revelation? _____ 

16. Whose mother’s home was a meet-

ing place for the early Christians in the 

days after Pentecost? ______________ 

17. Which of the following cities is lo-

cated closest to Jerusalem — Bethle-

hem, Bethany, Emmaus or Jericho?  

_________________________ 

18. Who was Ruth’s sister-in-law? 

_________________________ 
19. Why did the woman at the well be-

lieve Jesus was the Messiah? 

______________ __________________ 

________________________________

20. Whose staff budded, blossomed and 

produced almonds? ________________ 

21. Who warned Paul of a plot against 

his life by the Jews? ________________ 

22. According to Paul in 2 Corinthians 5, 

why are we to labor on this earth? 

______ __________________________ 

23. According to Ephesians 5, what are 

we supposed to do “because the days 

are evil”? ________________________ 

24. What two co-workers were with Paul 

when he wrote 2 Thessalonians? 

_____________________________ and 

________________________________ 

Just a thought....Just a thought....Just a thought....Just a thought....    

    

Satan Defeats Himself 

I 
saiah 14:13, 14, reveals Satan’s 
great scheme to make God move 

over: “For thou hast said in thine heart, 
I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt 
my throne above the stars of God: I will 
sit also upon the mount of the congre-
gation, in the sides of the north: I will 
ascend above the heights of the 
clouds; I will be like the most High.” 
 In his supreme arrogance, Satan 
thought he had the means to crowd 
God off His throne! His plan to do this 
involved canceling out the mission of 
God’s Son, our Lord Jesus Christ. Sa-
tan first planned to subvert Jesus, and 
make Him his own servant; when he 
tested Jesus at the very beginning of 
His ministry. Matthew 4:1-11 tells how 
thoroughly Jesus defeated the enemy 
of God on that occasion. 
 When he could not turn our Lord 
from His allegiance to His Father, he 
determined to kill Him, and to kill Him 
in such a way as to utterly destroy His 
witness. So Satan planned a death so 
miserable, so shameful, so agonizing, 
that men would forever shun the name 
of the Son of God. 
 In his blind conceit, Satan actually 
thought he could overturn the ancient 
prophecy that “the seed of the woman” 
— Jesus — “shall bruise thy head, and 
thou shalt bruise his heel” (Genesis 
3:15). In his arrogance, Satan actually 
brought about the triumph of Christ our 
Lord, the total fulfillment of the Father’s 
grand plan of redemption, and his own 
defeat! 
 For Jesus’ death lasted only three 
days; Satan bruised only His heel. But 
that death was the sacrifice of the 
Lamb of God, which opened the way 
back to God for all mankind. Instead of 
an ignominious death and a forgotten 
grave, Christ Jesus passed the test of 
death, and was forever proclaimed as 
God with God, our immortal Savior! 
Hallelujah! 
 This is what we remember, as we 
gladly come to the Lord’s Table. 

- Pulpit Helps  ���� 

E 
xactly how do you feel about 
Easter? This invigorating season is 

a celebration of the crowning jewel of the 
Christian beliefs, the resurrection of the 
Son of God. What one actively believes 
about this one-of-a-kind act, affects his or 
her own resurrection. Often, though, it 
isn’t until death’s door that one’s true 
feelings are known. 

The French philosopher Voltaire, 
who in life fought against God, panicked 
as death approached: “I am abandoned 
by God and man: I shall go to hell!” An-
other philosopher, Thomas Hobbes, 
cried, “I am taking a fearful leap in the 
dark.” 

Conversely, those who truly believe 
in a risen Savior; who have repented of 
their sins, and accepted the redemptive 

Your 
Resurrection 

via Crossroads 
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1. East (Genesis 4:16) 
2. Job 
3. Ezra (Ezra 2:69) 
4. The ground (John 8:1-11) 
5. Blood (Genesis 9:4) 
6. Fire (Matthew 7:19) 
7. Salamis (Acts 13:5) 
8. Corinth 
9. Paul (Romans 1:1; 5:8) 
10. Tarsus (Acts 22:3) 
11. Three days (Exodus 10:33) 
12. Locusts (Exodus 10:15) 
13. 30 years old (Genesis 41:46) 

14. Jezebel (1 Kings 16:32) 
15. 7 
16. John Mark (Acts 12:12) 
17. Bethany 
18. Orpah (Ruth 1:4-14) 
19. Because He told her everything she 

had done (John 4:29) 
20. Aaron’s (Numbers 17:8) 
21. His nephew (Acts 23:16) 
22. That we may be accepted of Him (2 

Corinthians 5:9) 
23. Redeem the time (Ephesians 5:16) 
24. Silvanus and Timotheus (2 Thess. 1:1) 

 

The natural world is suddenly transformed 
into an orchestra of silver trumpets, sing-
ing birds, laughing streams and a fairyland 
of bursting buds. Snowdrops, crocuses,  
violets, primroses, buttercups and daisies 

tint the earth with purple, yellow and  
blue. Each tree and bush puts out tiny 
leaves of tender green loveliness. It  

is the festival of Eastertide, and Easter 
bells of joy ring softly in every heart.  

—Helen Keller 

1 CORINTHIANS 15 
 

by Tim Arthur 

 

WORD LIST 

E G I D E V I E C E D E V A S A D A 

S T N A A T O E M B E L U A F I W D 

R U P I C S P R O E G D E L W O N K 

E I N L M H S D M A N T E P R A A S 

N L O Y A O Y E E L A S H S S T K R 

N R B S Y D C A N O H Y E T H O E E 

A T S A F D A E T S C R G I I S G I 

M O D L R S R M I K U L E U O A D G 

I D E R L E T A Y T O O E R T E F N 

G U V E E E S B P R C P E F A V O D 

R N E Y N D L I Y O O A B T V A S E 

E P I M W O R B M H E T H S H R E H 

R D L T O C D O A G C J C R W G F S 

Y R E T S Y M E R R W A D I E D I I 

E I B S N R M A I O E T E F V W L R 

T H N O I T C E R R U S E R E O O E 

U T R I S E N K N T U E I L P O R P 

Y M E S R O B A L E O B P M U R T K 
. 

ADAM 

ASLEEP 

AWAKE 

BELIEVED 

BODY 

BURIED 

CEPHAS 

CHANGED 

COMING 

DAILY 

DEATH 

DECEIVED 

DIED 

ENEMY 

FAITH 

FIRSTFRUITS 

FLESH 

GLORY 

GOSPEL 

GRACE 

GRAVE 

HOPE 

JEOPARDY 

KNOWLEDGE 

LABOR 

LIFE 

MANNERS 

MISERABLE 

MOMENT 

MYSTERY 

ORDER 

PERISHED 

POWER 

PREACH 

REIGN 
RESURRECTION 

RIGHTEOUSNESS 

RISEN 

ROSE 

SAVED 

SCRIPTURES 

SINS 

SOWN 

STEADFAST 

STING 

THIRD 

TRUMP 

VAIN 

VICTORY 

WORK 

Those who give most are least  
concerned about returns. 

 

What have you done today that  
nobody but a Christian would do? 

 

Reason distinguishes men from beasts, 
so faith distinguishes saints from sinners. 

—adapted from J.I. Packer 
 

Don’t doubt in the dark what God  
has shown you in the light. Trust God 

where you cannot trace Him.  
—Warren W. Wiersbe 
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